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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


COSTA RICA'S CALDERON COMMENTS ON CUBA'S THREAT TO REGION 
Mexico City EL SOL DE MEXICO in Spanish 10 Apr 81 pp l-/ Li-A 


{[Text) Rafael Angel Calderon Fournier, presidential candidate of the Unity 
Coalition of Costa Rica, said yesterday that Cuba is a threat to many countries 
of Latin America, as can be seen from the Nicaraguan and Salvadoran cases. 


On hie arrival at the Benito Juarez Airport in Mexico City Calderon Fournier 
pointed out that Latin Americans do not have to permit others with foreign 
ideologies to provoke instability in their countries and create crises among 
the fations of the region. 


He remarked that his visit to Mexico is merely a pause in the election campaign 
in which his country is presently involved in but he warned that the risks to 
democracy in Central America come not from political unrest but from the economic 
crises, which can generate violence. 


He recognized that the aid given by Mexico through President Jose Lopez Portillo 
is helping Costa Rica to get over the difficult situation it is passing through. 





And with regard to the future of Latin America he said that it should not be 
forgotten that the greatest resource of the Latin American countries is the Latin 
Americans themselves. 


He said he favored channeling more economic resources to tural areas, especially 
in view of the food shortages that are approaching as this is the only way to avoid 
these new difficulties. 


Calderon Fournier, who is very much in favor of Costa Rica's breaking diplomatic 
relations with Havana, said that the incidents of Cuban interference in Costa 
Kican affairs are numerous, and therefore he feels such actions by Cuba represent 
a serious threat to the region. 


He expressed his opposition to the regime of Fidel Castro, said he was a strong 
advocate of the policies of the United States, and, regarding El Salvador, said 
that it was the extremists who opposed the changes initiated by the present 
Salvadoran Governmert. 











"le te the extremiats,” he said, “whe do not want a democracy for El Salvador; 
what they want is a Marxist dictatorship for the § ! ran people.” 


fhe Unity Coalition is made up of the Calderoniet Republican Party, the Democratic 
Keatoration Party, the Christian Democratic Party, and the Popular Democratic 
Party. 


Calderon Fournier obtained 76 percent of the vote in the primary elections and is 
considered virtually certain to succeed the current president, Rodrigo Carazo Odio. 
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COUNTRY SECTLON INTER=AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


LNCREASE LN MEXICAN TRADE WITH CUBA REPORTED 
Mexico City EL SOL DE MEXICO in Spanish 7 Apr 81 p 1-B 


[Text] Mexican exports to Cuba rose by 260 percent from 1979 to 1980, rising from 
$7 million to $26 million. 


Imports from Cuba increased by 1,000 percent during the same period, rising from 
$4 million to $120 million between 1979 and 1980, according to the Mexican Foreign 
Trade Institute (IMCE). 


IMCE spokesmen said there was wide demand by Cuba for chemical products, and that 
the Mexican producer should take advantage of this and concentrate on exports. 


The statement was made on the occasion of the announcement of a sale of bioxide 
of titanium to the Caribbean nation for 21,124,000 pesos. 


The Cuban firm Quimimport concluded the purchase of 81 metric tons of bioxide of 
titanium from the Mexican firm Pigments and Chemical Products. 


The material in question is a white pigment widely used in paints, plastics, rubber 
products, ceramics, dyes, and other products. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


GRONDONA DEFINES DIFFERENCES BETWEEN VIDULA, VIOLA 





Buenos Aires A FONDO in Spanish Apr 8! pp 6-7 
[Arcicle by Mariano Grordona: "The Firet Steps") 


[iext] The same word can mean enormously different things. If a person were 
to say, for example, that the outset of Viola's term has been, like Videla's, 
"difficult," he would be correct. The country's situation was difficult in 
March 1976 and March 198! alike. By describing both situations with the same 
adjective, however, we are concealing the equally essential fact that the 
difficulties, ig J9M.wgge eptinaly different from ghe difficulties in 1981. 


President Videla beg»n to govern with a clear-cut and tough task in front of 

him. Subversion had to be eradicated, hyperinflation halted, the suspension 

of payments overcome and the government's business put in order. Videla was, 
at the start of his presidency, like a mountain climber at the foot of a very 
high mounte’n with an almost vertical route to the top. 


President V » has a different start in front of him. He no longer has the 
moun ain o! version end patent chace Looking at him. Those heights have 
already been scaled and are behind us. Before him, or rather, around him 
extends a swampy plain, its firm arcas and pits camou.laged. We could also 
call it a mine field, with deceptive flowers 


Videla's task was to work his way up the stecp and obvious path. Viola's 
task is to find a path thet. once fourd, wili turn out to be emooth and easy. 
The danger for Videla was not reaching the somit. The danger for Viola is 
falling into a trap alcng the way. Videla needed, above all, serenity and 
firmness of character. Viola will need prudence, vision and astuteness. If 
Videla failed, "everything" failed, and therefore the country could rot allow 
that. If Viola fails, a new cycle will come to an end, and the country will 
Simply begin again. 





The mission of journalism has also changed. In 1976, Videla had to be 
encouraged along the only possible road. It was not a time to find fault. It 
was war. In 1981, we have to warn Viola about the bogs and mines. Thus, we 
have to dissent and criticize with the come goal in mind as in 1976: the 
success of a military process whose aim is the founding of a civilian republic. 





Therefore, 198) ie the Cime to take the lid off journaliem, politics and 

culture. Videla needed the encouragement of the Argentina that shouted with 

the unanimity of the 1978 World Cup. Viola needs to hear the miny voices of 
those whe would warn him of pitfalle. One here, the other over there, one on 

the right, the other on the left. To Videla we had to shout: “let's keep going.” 
To Viola we have to shout: "Careful." 


When we talk of Videla, furthermore, we are not talking about the Videla who 
survived hi@self in 1981. We are talking about the Videla of 1978, the one 
who fought and won. Thies ise the Videla who will remain. 


A Firet Inventory of Temptations and Dangers 





Let's get down to brass tacks now, in other words, the marshes. What are they? 
They gradually come into view when and only when the watchful person moving 
forward places them at the appropriate distance, which is close and, therefore, 
dangerous. 


On the day that Lorenzo Sigaut addressed more than i00 journalists at the 
Finance Palace (more than 2 hours late, as he said, “to underscore the 
continuity”) two dangers were lurking close by. He could, in order to 
lifferentiate himself from Martinez de Hoz, speak against those genuine 
p. neiples that Martinez de Hoz was courageous enough to apply to the country. 
te could, in order to stress continuity, keep making the same unacceptable 
srocedural mistakes as his p.edecessor. Where was the dividing line 
hetween the two equally negative extremes of antagonism and the status quo? 
In the realm of principles, Martinez de Hoz had brought in decontrolled prices, 
decontrolled interest cates, a decontcolled foreign exchange market and an 
unfettering of the economy. One landmine that was avoided was to violate 
chese principles so as to ease the economy's pains as of 29 March. Acute 
pains but Cemporary nonetheless. Sigaut, an excellent economic analyst (do I 
have to remind our readers that he was the economic analyst of CARTA 
POLITICA?), was able t» distinguish. This time, refuge was not sought in the 
maternal womb of goverr sent intervention, where we Argentines return to demand 
protection every time chat we are wounded by freedom. 





The other land mine that was avoided was the temptation to continue overvaluing 
the peso. This was an enormous procedural mistake by Martinez de Hoz. It was 
an enormous (major) mistake in light of its consequences, but procedural 
(minor) by nature. Martinez de Hoz' economic policy comprised a series of 
Line principles whose application was distorted by a circumstantial factor: the 
exchange rate. The philosophy was headed in the right direction. ts 
execution put it in a crisis. Leonardo da Vinci caid that theory is the 
aptain and practice, the soldiers. Martinez de Hoz failed as a soldier. 
Sigaut sidestepped the double temptation of punishing the captain by 
confusing him with the soldier and of pardoning che soldier by confusing him 
with the captain. 











The Semiliberal Trap 


But another question isa atill hanging in the air. If Martinez de Hog failed 
practice and passed philosophy, was his grade 10 or just 7 in philosophy’ 

lt is important to find thie out. In thie regard, we believe that Martinez 

de Hoz' economic philosophy “wae headed" in the right direction, in the 
direction of freedom, but it "did not get there," whether through the fault of 
the minister himself or because of factora that were beyond his control; it 
did not fully establish the principle of freedom. It was, shall we say, 
“semiliberal."” “Liberal” in etting the market set interest rates, but "semi- 
liberal” in having the Central Bank guarantee deposits; “liberal” in its faith 
in economic and financial markets, but “semiliberal" in dumping the 
disproportionate financing needs of public enterprises on the private money 
market, thus boosting interest rates sky-high; “Liberal” in accepting private 
enterprise as the basis of economic activity, but “semiliberal” in letting the 
machinery of the State and public expenditures weigh too heavily on the same 
private sector; finally, "liberal" in ite decontrolling of exchange rates, but 
“semiliveral" because the Central Bank intervened in the exchange market every 
time the dollar threatened to climb. 


Has Sigaut sidestepped this other, more subtle trap of “semiliberalism"? It 
does not seem so. The really liberal move was not to devalue, in other words, 
to peg the dollar at a new, higher official value, but rather to let it float, 
so that the market could set its vaiue without State intervention. Sigaut 
upheld the liberal principlee that Martinez de Hoz had espoused and did not, 

in this regard, take a step backwards. But neither did he take a step forwards, 
in the direction of a “consistently” liberal economic system. Let us say about 
him, for the moment, that he eluded the traps of neo-Statist revisionism in 
the realm of principles and of following the same erroneous exchange rate 
approach, without, however, surmounting the hurdles of residual Statism that 
remain standing. He did, however, make one inestimible promise: to undertake 

a frontal assault on public spending. Will he be able to? 


Lf Sigaut ultimately continues with doctrinary semiliberalism, he will in any 
case bring us the progress of a more expert handling of our economic situation, 
which is no little thing. It is no little thing, but it is not everything 
either. Statiem, on the defensive, will not have died either in that event, and 
its subsequent backlash will still be a worrisome possibility. 


Other land mines and other bogs still remain of course. In my judgment, the 

main ones are political, not economic. The new international opportunity 

offered by Reagan-Viola might still not be taken advantage of to its fullest. 

The guidelines of the political plan might still not succeed. As Sigaut, a 
master in dealing with contingencies, steadily dissipates the mists of the 
enormous procedural crisis, politics will vindicate its realm as the core issue of 
Viola's presidency. And then the economic astuteness needed for the first few 
months will seem like just a modest preview in comparison to the astuteness 
needed for the core issue. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


HARGUINDEGUY'S ROLE IN VIOLA'S ADMINISTRATION REVIEWED 
Buenos Aires SOMOS in Spanish 17 Apr 81 pp 10-11 
[Article by Enrique Medeot] 


[Text] On Tuesday at 1045 hours a blue Ford Falcon pulled up on Sarmiento 
Street a few meters from the corner of Ayacucho. Gen Eduardo Harguindeguy, now 
retired, got out of the car and went into an apartment building. The small 
elevator stopped at the third floor. The former interior minister smelled the 
stron, odor of fresh paint, which must be familiar to him by this time. He did 
not ring the bell. One of his aides opened the door for him as he glanced at a 
suall bronze plate that did not yet bear any inscription. He entered the 
renodeled offices (some finishing touches still remain), asked for a cup of 

-ea and holed up in his personal office. He ihus began another of his "workdays 
on the plain" | jornadas en el llano], as he likes to call them. 


An observer could have roguishly suggested that the following title wae missing 

ym that plate (under the general's name): politician. He would not have been 
mistaken, but neither would he be considered to have inside information. For 

some time now Harguindeguy has not concealed his intentions of getting actively in- 
volved in a profession to which there is more than meets the eye. His plan? Ini- 
tially, it was .o unite the broad centrist cross-se tion. Bringing together all 
moderate groups would be the latest plan, however. 


He gave the first signal of this last August at a dinner at the Claridge Hotel. 
There, he asked Guillermo Fernandez Gill, Ricardo Balestra, Marcelo Gey, 
Eduardo de Cara, Emilio Giannone, Gerardo Ancarola, Francisco Moyano, Jaime 
Perriaux and Bernardo Loitegui to think about forming a centrist political 
force as a counterbalance in the national political mosaic. Although invited, 
Guillermo Acuna Anzorena did not attend the get-together, as he is strongly 
opposed to any attempt to form a group under government auspices, so to speak. 


In October Harguindeguy had two similar meetings, one of them with the current 
justice minister, Amadeo Frugoli, Democrats Clodo iro Carranza, Sofanor Novillo 
Corvalan, HectorPanzeri (Popular Line) and Norberto Agrelo (a former 
Manriquista). A month later he met in Mar del Plata with Nestor Zapata Morent~ 
and Eduardo Aranda Lavarello (Conservative Union) and Luis Fabrizio and Juan 
Bronzini (Democratic Socialists). But it wae -. recently as December, at a 











meeting with Lemael Amit (Pampas Popular Movement), thet he put the finishing 
touches on his political plan. He said there bluntly that what was needed was 
4 great national balancing force, which had vanished in 1945. "That 
development," he reportedly said, “caused a political vacuum and the inter= 
ventions of the military in our institutions.” 


Not all Democratic and Conservative factions are with him, however. For 
example, the people headed by Pablo Gonzalez Bergez and Emilio Hardoy are 
working on the formation of a national centrist party that would have clear-cut 
opposition leanings and reject any rapprochement with a political undertaking 
that has government backing. What came out of all these meetings? There has 
not been much to see so far. The idea of re-crvating a major, moderate 
balancing force did not materialize, although the people who are keeping a4 
close watch on the possibility insist that seede were left behind that could 
still germinate. 


They are bearing in mind, in this regard, that Democrats hold the government 
ministries in thre - orovinces: Cordoba, Entre Rios and Santa Fe. They 
also onjoy a deci .ve px sence in President Viola's cabinet of advisers, 
beginning with Hi ‘“indeguy himself. To some middle-of-the-roaders, this 
cabinet ought to . | underpinning for the formation of a civilian movement 
to back the Process. 


According to sources close to the president, Harguindeguy's presence is a far 
from incons -quential contribution. But the former minister will not be a 

first among equals. In addition to his opinions, Viola will listen, among 
others, to the views of Guillermo Acuna Anzorena, Jose Antonio Romero Feris, 
Francisco Moyano and Guillermo de la Plaza. Will there be conflicts? "Not 

at all. The five of them know each other very well, and not just from recent 
times. They will all make their contributions. Furthermore, Harguindeguy 
accepted the offer because he is convinced that the process of which he has been 
part since the outset is doing fine," the same sources say. 


It is known that after Holy Week Viola will meet with his advisers to brief 
them on their functions. The reports are that: 


--The group will not be organized; in other words, there will be no chiefs or 
coordinators. 


--Each one of them will have direct access to the president, but their spheres 
of action will be clearly specified. 


--Appointments will be by decree. 


Harguindeguy's joining the group (his prior meeting with Viola reportedly 
lasted an hour, and he is reported to have accepted after consulting the three 
commanders) gave rise to many interpretations. His circle of collaborators 
are talking, however, about a sort of recognition or green light to move 
ahead with the consolidation of scattered centrist forces, which would then 














combine in @ mnetional opinion movement (MON). The decision to take thie step 
wae reportedly made by the military commands after analyzing, without 
restrictions, everything that hae happened over the 5 years of the Process. 

As a reeult of thie study, it wae reportedly left up to Harguindeguy to hasten 
the clea ing up of the political landscape, 


it comes 48 fo news that Harguindeguy was prepared to enter the political arena. 
At least it wae no news to 4 group of journaliete who 2 months before Viola's 
inauguration interviewed the former interior minister practically unannounced, 
lie said at the time: “What am I going to do? I still don't know. But I can 
assure you that I'm not going to go off somewhere in the countryside and reset. 

I have no right to fritter away all the political experience I have gained 
during these 5 years ae ‘ead of the minietry. If I could, I would tour the 
military unite and talk to my colleagues about everything that I have seen and 
learned. These a.e things that military officers, on account of their 

specific funetion, are generally unaware of..." 


llarguindeguy hae been working in his new office since Thursday, | Aprii. To many 
of his friends, its location ie still a mystery. Nevertheless, the agends that 
hie former colleagues at the Interior Ministry have been preparing for him is 
conetantly expanding. “Even though we tave been here for just 13 days, the 

pace of contacte is accelerating. We're up to four meetings a day, and that 
doesn't count luncheons (on Tuesday the general had lunch with the directors 

of the Rio Bank). He has a heavy workload awaiting him. He will have to be 
pere and at the Planning Secretariat. Political schooling? He's determined co 
got it. We'll have to make up for los’ time somehow,” one of his partisans 

told SOMOS. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


MAGAZINE ANALYZES MILITARY JUNTA'S ADDRESS 
Buenos Aires A FONDO in Spanish Apr 8! p 4 


[Text] If one reade it carefully, the Military Junta's message to the people 
on the fifth anniversary of the 1976 uprising is significant and, to a certain 
extent, revealing. 


As part of 4 simple celebration, the Military Junta directed a brief message 
to the Argentine people on the fifth anniversary of the 24 March 1976 military 
uprising. 


When interpreting a political document (and that is what the junta's message 
is, of course), a person must not seek intellectual novelties or scientific 
ideas in it. All political documents contain, on the contrary, simple, 
sensible, acceptable assertions, general principles that are difficult to 
reject. How then do we distinguish between them? There are two elements 
involved: what they stress and what they omit, not only what they say but also 
what they do not say. It is ae if government leaders all over the world had 
at their disposal a dictionary of pat phrases that are known beforehand to 

be supported vy the common people. A political discourse essentially consists 
of choosing from this vast repertory "a few" phrases that have no reason to be 
in the discourse and omitting others that, in principle, ought to be. This 
dual action of putting in the unexpected and taking out the expected imparts a 
direction, a slant to a political speaker's message. In seeking a consensus, 
4 political speaker cannot afford to propose the bizarre or surprising. That is 
for writers and artists. His way of inducing a consensus in 4a given direction 
is, therefore, to carefully select wordings that he knows in advance are 
acceptable, amid the infinite variety that will be left out of his address. 





From thie standpoint, the Military Junta'’s message was significant for what 

it did and did not say. At its outset the message recalled the objectives of 
the National Reorganization Process, as defined 5 years ago on the day that 
Ieabel Peron was overthrown, which boil down to the establishment of a stable 
democracy. In the second part, the junta offereda brief assessment of the 
accomplishments over these 5 vears, which coincided but for a few days with the 
Videla presidency. It underscored three main achievements: one, the 
reestablishment of public order through the defeat of the terrorist subversion 
that plagued Argentina in 1976; two, the recovery of an international presence 
that is now expanding with the Buenos Aires-Washington reconciliation and that 











had suffered real “low pointe” with James Carter's campaign against Argentina; 
three, having founded not just a “government” but — military “system” of 
rotating leaders with specified terms, thue preventing personality culte and 
inetability. 


The Hollow and the Projection 


Analyzing the three accomplishments rightly attributable to the 1976 Process 
(eepecially the firet and third, as the second is due more to a shift inside 
the United States and the Weet from a period of complacency towards to a time 
of resistance against communiem), an observer notes an omission, a hollow, 4 
vacuum that is too etriking to go unremarked: there wae not 4 single word of 
recognition for the “economic” moves of the Videla-Martines de Hos 5-year term. 
Everything in the message having to do with Martines de Hoe “ie striking ir 
ite absence.” Such silence, a few short days before the change of government, 
ie significant. Its seope will become clear only ove: the coming weeks, 
however. Lt could be merely circumstantial: that the junta prudently wanted 
to avoid mention of the economy in the midet of the financial and currency 
upheavals accompanying the change in government, which would thus not suggest «4 
basic judgment; or it could have a deeper, more serious significance: that 

the junta and the Armed Forces are, in short, disillusioned with Martine de 
tog’ Liberal policies and, therefore, ready for « change that would entail, 

at least partly, a return to a higher degree of State economic intervention. 

Av 1 moved towards the change in government amid a sharp debate between the 
aivocates of devaluing the peso and floatin, the dollar (in other words, a 
decontrolled market) and the advocates of more or less concealed methods of 
currency controls and complementary State intervention, the National Reorg- 
anization Process was truly recommencing the debate between liberalism and 
State intervention, which seemed unimaginable barely more than a year ago, when 
Martinez de Hog was at his apogee. 





We have been talking about what the second part of the message 4:4 not say. As 

to what it did say, in the third section the junta analyzed the new stege of 

the National Reorganization Process, 1981 to 1984, that begins with the Viola 

presidency. It said of this stage that it would include “increasing” civilian 
“participation” and would begin the “search for a consensus” but woul 4 avoid a 
“hasty way out.” With these three phrases, the junta hae defined the Viola 

term a8 an intermediate segment between the apolitical phase of the Videla 

term and the full-fledged politicization that might begin in 1984. Viola hase 

thus been des-sribed as a foundation-builde.. It will be up to him to create 

the climate of civilian participation and consensus that will serve as a prelude 

to the undertaking that Argentines have so long yearned for: tue establishment 

of a genuine, efficient and stable democracy. 
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COUNTRY SECTLON BRAZIL 


PMDB PRESIDENT OFFERS SOLUTLONS TO ECONOMIC, SOCIAL CRISIS 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 3 May 81 p 4 


[Interview with Ulysses Guimaraes, president of the PMDB [Brazilian Dewocratic Mo- 
bilization Party] in Brasilia: "Ulysses: Nation Ie Viable, But Not With Arbitrary 
Power"; date and name of interviewer aoc given] 


[Text] Brasilia--"L believe Brazil is a perfectly viable political, 
economic and social project that is being made inviable because it 
has no politics. A nation without politics is headed for trouble. 
If we remove the debris of arbitrary power that still obstructs 

the chanuels of democracy it will be possible for all classes of 
Brazilian society to engage and participate in proportion to their 
working capacity. This is the only solution." 


That is the ste.ewent of Deputy Ulysses Guimaraes, president of the 
PMDB, in an exclusive interview granted to O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in 
which he ouclines his ideas for solving the nation's economic and 
social crisis. He thinks the first step to be taken in this direc- 
tion is to eradicate arbitrary power once and fur all, “by surgery 
and not by homeopathy, so as to prevent accidents such as the 
‘April package.'" It is necessary to operate “to remove the cancer 
that is infecting the whole economic and social ord:r. It is an 
institutional problem.” 


The second measure necessary for reestablishing representative poli- 
tics in the nation, according to the PMDB president, is the return 
of direct elections for ail offices, including the presidency of 
the republic. "“Democratizing the government is the starting point 
for democratizing society.” The third step would be the democrati- 
zation of society, putting an end to concentration of power in the 
~xecutive branch and opening the government to participation by 
society. 


Upon being asked how the government should be democratized, Deputy 
Ulysses Guimaraes emphasived as the first measure ending control 
over labor unions. And he explained: 


“This ic to give the labor union some power of exchange, some bar- 
g@ining power. The labor union cannot negotiate if it has no 
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trading power, and to have th.e it must be autonomous and able to 
organise at the state level and the national level in whatever form 
it wishes, 


"So that the labor unions can have a cess to the government, urther~ 
more, because pressure is access to the government; it makes ‘t pose- 
sible to meet with the government aud for the government to respond 
if it is just, If you do nor have 4 pressure mechanism you 4d) not 
have an access mechania . 


"This also hold. for the business community, so it can exert pressure, 
so it can have 4 voice. Why! Because the producing classes are led, 
of course, by bur inese groups and there is such @ thing as reprisal, 
a blackliet., Wien business leaders become more aware, more critical, 
they are threatened with banking terrorism. In a country where the 
president of the republic is the head of one of the nation's largest 
banks, that means the blacklist. 


"In the case of Teotonio Villela, for instance, 4 businessman may 
not simultaneously exercise any parliamentary leadership because he 
ie penalised, he is restricted. And thee are other ways." 


in Defense of the Power of Pressure 
(Question) What ie a democratic government? 


\Answer| A democratic government is not a closed government; it is not a government 
that ie the privilege of the legislative or executive branch. I am calling attention 
to the workers, the businessmen, the church, with the great activity and power of 
social pressure they have; I am calling attention to the neighborhood associations 
‘ich perform like real .ocal governments; they are de facto local governments. 


[Question| Would you also mention the military? 


‘Anewer) Clearly, they save, as in any part of the world, great pressure power, 
notably in the sector that is uniquely theirs. Right now, in the United States, 
for example, with the Reagan doctrine that it must arm itself more heavily, he is 


obviously respoading, as president, to that group. 


And on that point you may argue the merits, but not their +, ht, which is a fact. 
Their pressure must be w.thin their specific field; for the military, this means 
issues that affect national security. 


This is an effort, o proposal for deconcentration, for opening the government so 
there can really be participation, so representation will not be usurpation, im- 
posing itself upon society, upon the citizen. It does no good for a citizen of 
Humaita to complain thac he has no water, no light, no sewers, no garbage removal, 
and so forth, if his complaint is not heard in Prasilia. And, therefore, wnat is 
clearly essential in the federation is to have political autonomy through elections, 
to »e able to bring about decentralization, the regionalization of administration 
and, basically, to be financially independe co have money and resources. 
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[Question] Give us an example of arbitrary power, 


|Amewer| If I bad to cice 4 current example of all these errors that have accumu~ 
lated and worsened ‘hrough the current situation of arbitrary power, 1 would choose 
the electoral reform thac is being suggested, 


First of ail, the election is underway, the vendidates are in the field and suddenly 
there comes the idea of electoral reform. And what is astonishing, appalling and 
disturbing is that the candidate for municipal council must say whether he favors 
district voting, @uiticandidate slates, linked voting, alliances, compuisory voting 
or voluntary voting. Buc the government, with its alchemiste °°d ite party, has not 
yet said where it stands. We are on the very eve of election, .n 4 countdown 
through 4 series of deadlines fo: electoral legis ation. 


The government does not ‘et know what the contradictory forces in its own camp, in- 
cluding the governors, want. The governors want to continue being local oosses; 
they want 4 self-perpetuating electoral system, Legislation made to order, "a domini," 
legislation that is, in fact, the platform of the PDS [Social Democratic Party]. 

The principles, within the national context of principle, are easy to perceive. 


But the government reacts to this by saying: what we want is that it come from the 
rank and file; we are noc going to define any plan, because we want it to come from 
the governors, from the rank and file, from the deputies. It is a device they are 
using. 


First, it is taking @ lox time. They should have consulted sooner. Second, all this 
exists. What the governnent does not know is which option it will make, because it 


has plenty of them. 
[Question] What is the solution for this? 


[Answer] First of all, it is not possible to go on like this; to go on like this is 
to worsen all the problems we have. it is the desire to remain, to continue. All 
the promises made so far about returning to a democratic regime came to naught be- 
cause they want to hold on to power, arbitrary power, the essential power that the 
National Security Law gives them; the power not to have a strike law as there should 
be; che power to have an indirect election for the most important position in the 
nation; in sum, they are not giving up this reserve of power. 


So our diagnosis, our interpretation, is that arbitrary power is the problem. The 
great Brazilian problem is arbitrary power. A problem does not solve a problem; 
it generates more problens. The great problem that generated these other problems 
I mentioned is called arbitrary power. 


[Question] What chance do you think there is of a coup? 


[Answer] A coup? Look, in my military contacts, which I edmit are few in number, 
I can tell the press that this subject has never come up. First of all, we don't 
think it is the solution and, second, we are still in the preliminaries. Even if 
we could, we don't see it as a solution. Second, we are not in a position, because 
we never recruited anyone, to combine with the armed forces. If there is any coup, 
we know it will be against us, against the nation, against society, against our party. 
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lf only because we know that, when it comes to 4 coup, in Bragil or elsewhere, in- 
cluding the 1964 Revolution, the vietime are the principles, the commitments that 
were made tu society, to the public, to sustain the necessary conditions, 


But the other solution attempted was explos've--the solution of subversion, the so- 
lution of the street--just explosive. We contend that this is not the solution 
either; it could lead the country into unforeseeable paths--bloody, unknown paths 
fraught with danger. 


We have always acted with this in mind; we voice society's demands, but within this 
framework, thie strictly democratic procedure. The idea is that we want neither a 
military mutiny nor 4 Sierra Maestra. 


What emerges then is the evolutionary solution, the civilized solution, of organ- 
iving society, of organizing the people. We believe that the organized people--with 
pressure from all classes they represent and if all classes unite--will be able, 
as inall countries, to remove the debris of arbitrary power from the democratic path. 


[Question] Is the starting point the National Constituent Assembly? 


j|Anewer| I believe the people must be organized, society must be organized. I def- 
inicely contend that the sign, the rainbow, of the alliance between society and the 
state, the sign that society has command of the state, that society is more important 
than the state, that society is the purpose of the state, is the National Constituenc 
Assembly, because then you are starting where you should start. 


‘ould you »k whether I believe in this, that che citizen can be motivated by this 
democratic idea, by the National Constituent Assembly, by participation, by a process 
such as this of first opening society and, second, training in the union, in the 
professional associations, without pressure power? I believe so, and I am convinced 
‘ that. I think we ere reaching @ stage in Brazil that we never reached before, 
not as much as it should be, but the people, that is, the classes that were always 
held back, with the violence of the majority against the minority, the workers, are 
now taking a position of interlocutor, an important role in this political organiza- 
tion that is wanted for Brazil. 


|Question| In 1974 you vere an anti-candidate; you had a distinct, a very torceful 
idea of how the public s»ould be mobilized for 1974, and the MDB [Brazilian Demo- 
eratic Movement) grew. ‘ould you now agree to being made or becoming, not an anti- 
candidate, but a candidace before the 1982 election, not only for the party to grow, 
but es ecially to take power? 


[Answer| Being a candidate for a position of such importance, with te character- 
istics it has in Brazil, and which must be changed, is something a person may want, 
ae he might want to be « millionaire. But it is more important to find out whether 
ne is wanted, And when he is wanted, his name will at least be brought up as a 
candidate... 


[Question] As they are sow bringing up your name... 
Answer) It is impossitle for a person or * * cce in a system that wants to be 


democratic to prevent this happening on the street; the press and ‘e radio can 
taik about it, and even within ine party itself. 
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in the Bragilian case 1 am aware that my name has come up~-and others have come up-- 
when LT go out and there are leaflets, stickers, and already they are making up songs... 


What IL perceive, firet of all, is @ hunger, a desire for voting. The people want to 
elect @ president, And they express this desire in a way that is very typical of 
the people, that is, in @ conerete, objective way, We want the presidency of the 
republic because we think that John Doe or Richard Roe are persons that can be 
president of the republic, of this nation, 


You asked me whether the party should Launch a candidate, partly to help the 1982 
elections, There is no intention of doing this, at least until now, 


1 permit myself to say this because I do not want to be hounded by the subject. 


However, L think it is healthy that the people want to vote for president and that 
they spontaneously, without being urged to do so, identify certain persons that 
could become president of the republic. 


[Question] But you would not refuse to play this role? 


[Answer] It depends on circumstances. Today I don't think I wou'd go, so far as to 
rule it out. I don't include myself but I don't exclude myself. 


[Question] How should we describe this thrust for candidacy: through direct or 
indirect election? 


[Answer] With this campaign that we will have to make, including candidates for gov- 
ernor, we will be able co have a majority in Congress. Now, if we have a majority 

in Congress, and if there are elections in 1954, we are in a position to revise the 
constitution. When I say ‘we," | mean ail opposition parties. We can even call a 
constituent assembly and we will be able to establish, among other things, direct 
voting. And that could even happen with the galleries packed, Without our being 
pressured to do this. 


{Question] And do you think this opposition majority, this unity, is possible? 


{Answer} I think it is possible. If we, the opposition, behave like the opposi- 
tion, we are in @ position to have a majority; the difference now is very slight. 
If we have unity in the election, we wi’l have a victory. 


I must tell you that | am optimistic about the unity of the opposition between now 
and the elections. Here in Congress, I naturally base my thinking more on what hap- 
pens in Congress. On the essential points, we are remaining united. 


[Question] Is Ulysses Guimaraes a radical politician who would give reason to fear 
his being president of the republic? 


[Answer] It is necessary to interpret the word, What we have in Brazil is a prob- 
lem of semantics. Along with rehabilitating politics, we must rehabilitate the vo- 
cabulary: what is Congress, what is the press, what is the constitution, what is 
participation and what is a labor union; all these things have names, but they do 
not fit. 
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Now, if “radical” is understood to be opposition to the arbitrary power I mentioned, 
then the designation is correct, Etymologically, radical means going to the root, 

I should like to emphasize that the arbitrary power is the problem, Against that 

I am a radical, and one problem cannot solve another, 


Il believe the government, the statesman, must be the hope, 


[Question] Your optimism for 1982, with a view to 1984--this unity of opposition 
parties; would it include the PMDB as the priority party or, in some states, could 
other parties present candidates? 


{Answer} We cannot attempt to impose candidates, I even think other candidates 
may emerge. So it is possible to make comparisons, surveys... When the time comes 
to decide, to make coalitions, we shall see which is the most plausible, the most 
viable candidate, who is most Likely to win, If we advocate that, we must accept 
this as a rule, 


[Question] Would you include the party of Ms Ivete \ar as in this alliance? 


{Answer| I hope we can. In all honesty, at the national level they have voted with 
us. The PTB [Brazilian Labor Party] has met the commitments of the opposition. 


[Question] Is Janio Quadros an adversary in Sao Paulo? 


[Answer] Unquestionably, his reputation is not all show--he has respect in Sao 
Paulo, there is not the least doubt. What I hope of Janio Quadros is that this 
veestige be puc at the service of the opposition, I have a very good personal re- 
lationship with him. 


|Question! Even when he says the PMDB is at the service of the communists? 


[Answer] 1 have a fundamental disagreement: it is at the service of society. Just 
look at the men who are leading the party. The candidates--Pedro Simon, Richa, 
Alencar, Quercia; and in Ceara we have a snadidate who goes to mass every day, Mauro 
Benevides. It is an accusation without any foundation. Where I disagree with Janio 
Quadros is when he criticizes what is going on but thinks that the president is 
wreat and that the finance minister is irreplaceable. 


Question} What do you think of the amendment by Maluf supporters to extend terms 
of office and permit--because there are two of them--reelection of the president of 
the repub'tic and the governors? 


[Answer] I believe that, given the characteristics of South American politics, 
there should not be reelection, And, if I needed to use any ur,umenct, I would say 
to look at what is being done here in Brazil. Those who hold power use that power, 
use the public bureaucracy, use official eutomobiles, use gasoline, use drivers, 
use tne telephone, use telegrams so that the cand dates look like Santa Claus in 
their campaigns, giving away soccer *alls and shirts. 


|Question| What about the 1982 elections? 


,Answer| We must concentrate, no matter how wany questions there are about what 
would be best, on the 1982 elections, which are coming. If we are unable to change 


17 














the rules of the game, then let us play with the rules we already have. We are al- 
ready having trouble making the 1982 election viable, 


[Question] They are talking about constitutional reform. Do you foresee for 1982 
an extensive revision of the constitution? 


{Answer} IL really think that elections are clearly essential, Democracy is prac- 
ticed through elections, That being the case, all those who really want to behave 
Like democrats must channel all their efforts toward the holding of the elections, 
Everything else will muddy the waters, 


We have a job to do facing us, and it is a matter of weeks; it is an implacable 


countdown, Lt is not 15 November, but the candidates must be launched 6 months 
before, 
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ONLO ERMIRIO DE MORAES OF VOTORANTIM GROUP INTERVIEWED 
silo de Janeiro MANCHETE in Portuguese 9 May 81 pp 94, 95 


[Report on interview with Antonio Ermirio de Motas+. managing director of 
Votorantim Group, by Glauco Carneiro and Jos: sosco in Sao Paulo: "The Growth of 
Brazil Is Historically Inevitab‘e"; dat. not given) 


[Text] In Brazil's business panorama, one .eader has systemically been in the 

front ranks of those considered "advanced" vv the business community, the govern- 
ment and the general public: Antonio Ermiric de Moraes, 52, managing director of 
the Votorantim Group--the nation's largest private business complex. Not renouncing 
the source of Lis support, as do some liberals, he seeks the solution to problems 
within the market economy, rational thinking and higher productivity, all within 

‘he framework of a keen sense of social responsibility. Profit, he holds, is but 
che desirable result of a job well done. Buc the most important thing, in his 

view, continues to be the very act of production and its consequences for community 
welfare and national development. 


Born in Sao Paulo in 19.8, he attended the Rio Branco Academy before studying pe- 
troleum engineering and metallurgy in the United States. 


He spent 28 of his 32 working years acquiring the experience that gives him the back- 
ground Lo speak “on the basis not of supposition but of actual experience. Brazil 

in 1949 was just a big ranch. The public notion of a businessman was Walter Pinto 

of the musical-comedy theater or Carlos Machado, of the Serrador Hotel." His father, 
veteran politician and businessman Jose Ermirio de Moraes, pointed to the example 
of Matarazzo, Pignatari and Santista Mills as the goal to be sought by Votorantim. 
His sons, Antonio and Jose, led the group into basic industry and went from the tex- 
tile industry to steel, aluminum, zinc and nickel. 


‘Votorantim Does Not Belong Only to the Ermirio de Moraes Tamily: 
It Also Belongs to the Employees’ 


"Today," Antonio Ermirio reports, “we have operations in 17 states and are giving 
employment to 55,000 Brazilians. Our sales «re $1.6 billion, bue what counts is 
that we are thenation's biggest taxpayer. Each of our employees feels like part of 
a family. Votorantim does not belong only to the Ermirio de Moraes family; it also 
belongs to its employees." 


In this interview with MANCHETE held in the austere Votorantim Building in the 
center of Sao Paulo, Antonio Ermirio de Moraes makes some very worthwhile suggestions. 
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He begins with the subject of "going public," something not taken very seriously 
these days, since the fiasco of 1972-73. He recalls that many companies discredited 
themselves because chey went public with only one thing in mind: increasing the 
number of stockholders, reducing the value of the stock and then buying it back at 
a low price: 


"This we will never do. Years ago I gave [then Finance] Minister Delfim [Netto] a 
three-page letter predicting what would happen. I was exactly right. The haste 
with which it was done delayed by 30 years real public ownership of business capital. 
As long as we businessmen show no regard for the stockhoiders we shall have to wait, 
For that reason, here in Votorantim we decided to wait until the end of the century, 
and then sell our stock to the public properly." 


Antonio Ermirio added that the new corporation law improved the position of minority 
stockholders. But the government is the first to set a bad example. Just recently, 
in the purchase of Light by Eletropaulo, the minority stockholders “were slaughtered. 
The new Sao Paulo state enterprise holds more than 60 percent of the shares and the 
other stockholders suddenly found themselves reduced to owning 40 percent of what 
the company's assets were worth originally. I believe the government should take 
certain precautions and set a good example." 


The problem of the balance of payments, under pressure from the foreign debt, is the 
businessman's greatest concern. He sees no solution other than incentives to agri- 
culture, Of Brazil's 8.5 million square kilometers, about 1/4, or 2.5 million square 
kilometers (which represents 14 percent of the world's agricultural area) could pro- 
duce 400 million to 500 million tons of grain, enough to feed 3 continents and repre- 
senting 10 times current output. 


Japan is the model to which a nation in our position should aspire: it went beyond 
the phase in which it exported with foreign technology, then a second stage in which 
it did so with its own technology, and entered the current period, in which it is 
exporting knowledge: 


"If the price of petroleum went to $100 a barrel, Japan would continue exporting 
knowledge, as also do the FRG and France (in some aspects) ." 


To get there, we must give priority to education and health: "The rest comes as a 
result." After all, “intelligence is food, which in turn is nothing but energizing 
brain cells through the ingredient of protein." Ermirio acknowledges the pro-agri- 
culture effort exerted at the beginning of the Figueiredo government, which resulted 
in reasonable minimum prices and unlinking of agricultural credit. But he now sees 
prices leveling off: 


"In principle, I am opposed to incentives, because they cause distortion. We should 
have the courage to permit decent minimum prices: take care of prices, not of in- 
centives. Another thing I don't like is buffer stocks; we should be building capac- 
ity, not buffer stocks, which remind me of prohibition days in Chicago." 


When the reporter reminds him that the government has just restored export incen- 
tives, Antonio Ermirio admits to being perplexed, because he understands the nation's 
predicament: in view of the foreign debt, pressured by import needs, it must resort 
to any available means to prevent foreign sales from slipping; otherwise the trade 
balance will sink right out of sight. 
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‘What Must Be Avoided at All Cost Is Proliferation of S.ate Enterprises' 


"And there is a problem in exports that deserves close attention. Of the $60 billion 
we owe, state enterprises are responsible for 70 percent, or $40 billion. With one 
more devaluation--a measure recommended even by the multinational] corporations-- 
these state enterprises will go bankrupt. I am not defending them, but I feel we 
must coexist with them and help them through this crisis." 





He has a fo mula to handle this impasse: Brazil should have two exchange rates: 

one for the debt already contracted and, from now on, a kind of restraiac without 
any exchange rate (the dollar used to be the standard, but no longer is). But the 
essential thing is to allow no more megalomaniacal programs. In fact, the government 
already.has two exchange rates: one for exports and the other for imports, But, as 
it does not want to acknowledge this, it worked out an arrangement to provide the 
same effect (export incentives). 


Antonio Ermirio is reaiistic: he does not believe public enterprises should be made 
private: what must be avoided is proliferation of state anterprises. 


"To 'privatize' a state enterprise is very complicated and creates many uncertain- 
ties, We at Votorantim would not paddle that canoe even if it were offered to us. 
We prefer to rely on our own efforts rather than take over government companies, 
with their congenital weaknesses, different administrative approaches, and so forth." 


Ermirio has a firm position: foreign capital is necessary and welcome, provided 
hat it starts at the foundation. He tells his foreign friends: "Don't buy out 
yrazilian companies."" And he explains the reusoning: even if they pay a very high 
orice, they will "merely make the Brazilian businessmen rich," without any contri- 
bution to the nation's social and economic progress, and create future enemies when 
they see business quadruple without them. The sellers become enemies of the buyers... 
rthermore, the time could come when there were only state enterprises on the one 
hand and foreign firms on the other (until the government decides to nationalize 
everything): 


"It seems to us that the private Brazilian-owned enterprise has an essential role to 
olay in supporting the nation's industrial, economic and social development." 


But it is in the current situation that Antonio Ermirio sees many present (and fu- 
ture) difiiculties. In his view, it is entirely unjust to decontrol interest rates 
and limit credit expansion, resulting in a brutal increase in those rates: 


Petrobras is issuing bills on which it is charging interest of 7 percent a month. 
In dealing with banks, our company is paying interest of 6 vercent to 12 percent a 
month," 


[aterest rates are deccatrolled but not prices, which have the CIP [Interministerial 
Price Council} to control manufactured goods. A Lig company can survive; the small 
and medium-sized business is not in a position to de so. At this point he issues a 
grave warning: 


"We think that 1981, if we are not careful, ~i’. be the year of bankruptcy. ilaving 
2 years to pay their debts and refusing to pay high interest rates, in 2 years the 
bankrupt firm will have made a 300 percent profit..." 
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The bankers say that interest rates will not continue to climb indefinitely; other- 
wise, there would be nobody left to lend money to, But to Ermirio this is all rela- 
tive. By the time nobody is able to borrow money anymore, all the money in the pro- 
ductive sector will have gone over to the banks... 


"No economy can withstand an increase of interest rates from very low levels to 10 
or 12 percent per month. Moreover, we cannot suddenly go from federal control of 
prices to complete decontrol, The remedy must be applied gradually until things 
get going." 


As the big boss of Brazil is the government, the mere limitation of its expenditures 
would solve many problems, Cement, for example: the government restricted its ex- 
penditures and today there ‘s excess output, as there is in steel, zine and other 
raw materials. 


Ermirio, although certain that the "sensible" Brazilian Likes to save, sees a great 
problem in the attraction offered by interest on savings of up to 100 percent per 
year. 


When Ermirio is asked who owns the hen that is laying golden eggs, he at first 
smiles, then becomes serious and says: 


"I am hardly a reliable source, as I have been criticized from both sides. In gen- 
eral, I think the financial sector's profits are more steady and easier to come by. 
The 1980 annual reports show that profits were good in the industrial sector. But 
one has to admit that it takes more work in the productive sector." 


Hopeful that the time is now past in which the businessman was called upon to provide 
his experience while the government put up the money--a custom that was a burden on 
enterprises due to the high cost of the loans--Antonio Ermirio de Moraes cites the 
golden rule of Votorantim and of basic industry: put the maximum of your own funds 
into any new enterprise ("and this is the reason we have survived"). The proportion 
used to be 70 percent and 30 percent respectively. Now it is 80 percent and 20 per- 
cent. With 50 percent and 50 percent the enterprise becomes unfeasible. And one 
cannot reliably expect steady sales (the time is past when it was true that the na- 
tion consumed everything it produced). 


‘Profit Is Not the Most Important Thing; We Must Have a Social Goal' 


But how can the productive sector be given the same degree of attraction that is 
offered by the financial sector and individual savings unburdened by any responsi- 
bility for production? 


Ermirio thinks that one of the ways is greater social consciousness, a result of 
education. But he would like tosee the financial sector also involved in big na- 
tional projects. It is clearly easier to make money in the financial sector rather 
than to wait 6 or 7 years to get a return fromaproject. But there would be an im- 
provement of the sector's image and even benefits for the nation if it put venture 
capital into large projects: 





"For example, look at the Carajas pioject, so difficult to carry out with domestic 
funds. If we were to organize a large company in which there was participation by 
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the largest contractors, the firme specialising in that activity, and the most sig- 
nifieant elements of the financial sector, these funds would appear," 


(Speaking of Carajae, the Votorantim Group, although not having been invited, thinks 
it should at least be consulted, bearing in mind ite eminently Brazilian nature and 
the extent of ite work in the Bragilian mineral sector.) 


lt clearly would not be so profitable as to operate 4 commercial bank, for example. 
But participation in @ productive undertaking would free the financial sector and 
could be one of the keye for our getting out of the current crisis, 


"But there has to be 4 change of attitude,” according to Ermirio. “The important 
thine in life is not just to make money or have 4 profit, but to nurture a social 
goal that must be born and fed within our own minds, What can one hope for in this 
world’ let te that everyone advance together with the nation, is it not?" 


That is the way Ermirio thinks, as also do certain bankers, such as Olavo Egidio 
Setubal, Thie coneern for the social aspect is directed toward overall improvement 
of the situation through greater participation by the people in the nation's wealth: 


"Te ie not fair for only me or my group to grow, but everyone should grow in an 
equitable way so that we may have social peace. And so we may be a happy nation...." 


\ithough disliking compulsory things, Antonio Ermirio acknowledges that the financial 

sector is unlikely to participate in equity investments unless there are legal acts 

r incentives, In thie latter case, he believes that a type of income-tax deduction 
r reinvesting profite in one's own business would be an excellent way to arouse 

‘he interest of businesemen. As tur the individual saver, he should receive different 

(greater) concessions thar those granted corporations: 


even think that utilizing the firm's funds in long-term investments should not be 
permitted, ae that generates nonoperating income and diverts the businessman's at- 
tention from his productive purpose." 


.o predicting that 1982 and 1984 should bring to a conclusion the process of the na- 

.on's redemocratization ("That is what I sincerely hope”), Antonio Ermirio warns of 
cve economic difficulties that still lie ahead and expresses the virtual certainty 
that, in view of the sige of our debt, we will have to ask for consolidations and 
refinancings, or even brief moratoriums and accept the need for sectoral recessions. 
Sut, in his opinion, Brazil will eventually overcome its present and future diffi- 
culties “because our growth is historically inevitable." 


84 34 
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COUNTRY SECTLON BRAZIL 


NATIONALIST FRONT LSSUES ‘DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES' 
Sao Paulo FOLMA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 3 May 81 p Li 


[Text] Brasilia--Sao Paulo Deputy Horacio Ortiz, of the PMDB [Brazilian Democratic 
Mobilization Party] announced yesterday that about 50 congressmen have expressed sup- 
port for the Nationalist Front Organization, including repieentatives of various 
groups, among them former cassated deputies who belonged to the erstwhile Nationalist 
Congressional Front. 


Ortiz has met with leaders of the opposition parties, explaining the objectives of 
the front, contained in a “Declaration of Principles” which stresses the aspiration 
for "a sovereign, emancipated and prosperous Brazil, having for 4 dynamic force the 
creative engine of our people, their capacity to work and to reconstruct the national 
economy with dignity and pride," 


Although having been directed to the leaders of the opposition, the Sao Paulo repre- 
sentative made it clear that the front does not exclude the possibility of enrolling 
representatives of the PDS [Social Democratic Party] who are “truly committed to the 
struggle for national sovereignty.” 


Next week Horacio Ortiz will continue his meetings aimed at accelerating at the na- 
tional level the process of structuring the Nationalist Front, 


Among the motives that inspired the front, the "Declaration of Principles” mentions 
that “the world crisis during the last part of this century signifies for nations 
such as Brazil the extreme aggravation of outside pressures, which tend to annul ail 
constructive effort and the foundations of national power, and that our natural re- 
sources, which constitute the guarantee of the nation's economic viability, are being 
sold out at a low price in the international race to stockpile materials." 


The document also reports that “our extreme vulne ability to and dependence upon the 
international! decision-making centers, allied with the inefficiency of domestic so- 
cial structures, still based upon characteristically neocolonial socio-economic 
pragmatiem, cannot respond to the current historical impasse." 


The document concludes by proposing the following points: 


"1. The inalienable right of the Brazilian nation to political and economic sover- 
eignty, implying the full exercise of sel f-determination. 
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"2. That the economic and political domination of force, determining factors in 
international re ations, are not only incompatible with the right to survival of 
the economically weakest nations, of the underprivileged clasees, but also threaten 
world peace, 


"3, That the imperative of 4 new world order, widely cemanded, implying 4 change 

in the monetary system, should seek decentralization of economic power, restrictior 
on the hegemonic character of the superpowers; revision of the existing international 
division of labor and of the trade-exchange system, 


"4, The solemn determination to decide our own destiny, guiding the nation's ac- 
tivity #o we may choose the type of society best suited to Brasil, beginning with a4 
return to the full State of Law capable of actually defending the nation's assets. 


"5, The urgent need for ideological and political reorientation of society by the 
reordering of the socioeconomic, political and cultural structure and the moraliza-~ 
tion of public and private business; that such reordering must be founded upon the 
concept of the nation's economy, on its organic development and on freedom from 
subordinative exposure to the international division of labor, international finan- 
ces and their corporations, 


"6. That the beces of this new national policy should comprise: 4) changes in the 
monetary and financial system and the agricultural and industrial productive system; 
») direct control of the state over natural resources, notably in the sectors of 
opergy and strategic minerals; c) actual implementation of the Land Statute and com- 

-ementary laws for the benefit of the emall aod medium-sized farmers; d) authority 
vver multinational corporations; e) 4a new model for development of the scientific 
aod technological complex on autonomous bases, through full support to universities 
and research centers; g) the right of every citizen to participate in political life 
and economic decisions, 


"7. That for immediate achievement of these objectives we take this path, aspiring 
LO @ sovereign, emancipated and prosperous Brazil, having as a dynamic force the 
creative engine of our people, their capacicy to work and to reconstruct the national 
economy wit) dignity and pride, promoting democratic institutions. That all patriots 
unite under the banner of the Nationalist Front, conscious of their responsibilities 
in thie grave hour of our nation's history.” 


8834 
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COUNTR SECTION BRAZIL 


NETTO VISIT TO USSR SUBJECT TO SALE OF MANUFACTURED GOODS 
Sao Paulo FOLMA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 4 May 81 p 6 


Text! Brasilia--Planning Minister Delfim Netto said he will go to the Soviet Union 
only if that country agrees to purchase 4 sizable volume of Brazilian manufactured 
goods. According to Delfim, this is a basic condition for having a broad Long-term 
trade agreement between Brazil and the USSR proportional to the size of the two 
countries and that can fully justify his going to Moscow, 


Delfim Netto's statements were made during an exclusive interview granted to JORNAL 
DO BRASIL, at which time he stressed the mutual effort of the two governments to 
establish a regular and stronger line of trade between the two countries. 


“EBetablishing thie line of trade," he emphasized, “is not a very easy thing to do, 
inasmuc as they have a type of centralized economy that requires placing orders 
very far in advance. At times," he continued, “they have a certain resistance to ac- 
cepting introduction of our industrialized products and, positively, the agreement 
with the Soviet Union will be concluded only if we include a good share of Brazilian 
industrialized products. 


"Raw materials,” explained Deifim Netto, “we can sell to anyone. We can sell agri- 
cultural commodities normally in the market without any problem. For the transaction 
to be good it must be of interest to both partier. And what we are thinking is 

that, in exchange for buyi @ some capital goods from the Soviet Union--maybe hydro- 
electric units--we will export Brazilian industrialized products. Something of this 
nature is still in process, being discussed carefully. If we can come to good terms 
on this, I will go to Russia,” he said. 


According to Minister Deifim Netto, “we are ready to make long-term agreements with 
the USSR for furnishing food and raw materials. But we also want to include Bra- 
zilian industrialized products in this package. Without that, there is nothing." 


5834 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


INSIDER NAMES SIX AS DECISLONMAKERS WITHIN GOVERNMENT 
Sao Paulo FOLMA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 3 May 81 p 10 
[Article by Roberto Stefanelli: "The Six Men Who Hold Real Power in Brazil") 


(Text! Brasilia--Within the government that preaches democracy ther. is no democra- 
ey. This is @ phrase, a remark by 4 person who is inside the power structure, the 
corridors and offices of Brasilia where it is decided what is good and what is bad 
for Brazil. Decisions made by a few privileged personalities. They are not the 

23 ‘nistere of state, nor the business class with a seat on the councils, much less 
th hundreds of congressmen of the legislative branch. The offices consist of more 
than papers, coffee breaks and intrigues. There are outbursts, stories, complaints 
and accusations about the six wielders of real power within the government. 


Some speak wistfully about the relative autonomy they enjoyed in a government famed 
for the apparent centralism of the seldom-smiling President Geisel. The Joao 
Batista Figueiredo government gave 4 more pleasant air to power and, apparently, de- 
centralized decision-making. But those who complain are not aware of this. Bra- 

ilia, they say, actuaily became narrower. Decisions are made in the already re- 
stricted Planalto Palace. The ministers who do not get around much there merely 
make up the background, spouting information, misinformation, trial balloons, de- 
nials., Some of them thought of resisting the situation and were thrown out of the 
Central Planalto. 


Uniike former President Ceisel, Figueiredo decentralized decisions. He did so by 
giving responsibility to @ small number of persons. These persons gained power and, 
establishing their magnetic fields, gathered up for themselves everything that is, 
appears to be or leads to power. With Geisel, they say, it was different. He de- 
cided everything, but only in case there was not an agreement between ministers. 
Today the ministers participate in meetings merely to ratify packages that are al- 
ready decided. 


Stories are told. One of them: "The ministers met for an important decision. It 
was in the morning and the approval was given at that time. In the afternoon, some- 
one recalled: who is going to inform Stabile? They discussed it, found a messenger 
and finally, at 1630 .ours, Agriculture Minister Amauri Stabile learned that the 
maxidevaluation of the cruzeiro had been decided upon." 


\nother story: "...That was when Abilio Di. © (owner of the Pao de Acucar super- 
warkets and business representative on the National Monetary Council [CMN]) pounded 
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on the table and said: What ere these meetings (of the CMN) for, if everything has 
already been decided? We come sere only to ratify." 


The central characters of these stories, those who appear as villains, are Plauning 
Minister Delfim Netto, Civilian Household Chief Golbery do Couto e Silva, SNI [Na- 
tional Intelligence Service] Chief Otavio Aguiar de Medeiros, Milicary Household 
Chief Danilo Venturini and Heitor Ferreira de Aquino, the president's powerful pri- 
vate secretary. President Figueiredo, of course, gives the last word, But he only 
decides on what comes to him through these five channels, The others are merely the 
subject of jokes, such as Mines and Energy Minister Cesar Cale or, more recently, 
Industry and Commerce Minister Camilo Pena, or those who have left the scene, such 
ae Mass Media Minister Said Farhat, 


Those who frequent offices such as these assure us that the president of the Itaipu 
binational hydroelectric plant, General Costa Cavalcanti, for example, gives very 
‘ittie satisfaction to Cesar Cals. He gets a Little better treatment from Petrobras 
president Shigeaki Ueki, who "grants" the minister some attention. Or even Gen Oziel 
de Almeida, of the CNP [National Petroleum Council], who has distinguished himself 
by contradicting information from Cals. 


Minister Camilo Pena, another excluded from power who, insiders guarantee, is already 
marked for dismissal, is subjected to situations such as that of seeing himself con- 
tradicted in the short space of 24 hours by his neighbor on the Esplanade of Minis- 
tries, Ernane Galveas. Camilo said on television that the payment period for con- 
sortia would be lengthened and Galveas said not. They did not increase, Such clash- 
ing statements are not always due simply to differences of opinion. Many cases are 
merely misinformation. A decision is made and the minister is not informed; he goes 
about making statements on the assumption he is still running his own ministry. 


Minister Said Farhat was one of the most evident cases. He arrived at Planalto 
Palace with eagerness and sose innocence, He thought he could create a new pathway 
for the president's decisions and announcements. He managed to get daily confer- 
ences and feil into a sea of misinformation. Alexandre Garcia, his assistant, for 
example, often had information that Farhat was far from knowing. 


There were many instances. One of these led to differences within the Figueiredo 
family. He telephoned from Buenos Aires to Guilherme Figueiredo to say that the 
mayor of Rio would be Francisco Melo Franco, a mutual friend. In the Palace, Garcia, 
for instance, know that Farhat was kicking wide of the goal. Or then there was the 
case of the dismissal of Health Minister Castro Lima, which Farhat repeatedly denied 
while his letter of resignation was already in circulation. Private secretary 
Heitor Aquino simply gave Farhat enough rope to hang himself. He went so far as to 
guarantee that Petronio Portela's successor would be Jose Sarnei when even Garcia 
knew that Abi-Ackel had been chosen. It was all a matter of frequenting the right 
places. Heitor's office, for example. 


Many times a periph ral minister serves as a sacrificial lamb. He is given informa- 
tion, which he divuiges. A few days later it is denied, During this period the 
government has sensed the reaction, measured the consequences and mulled over a de- 
cision at the expense of a "second-rank" minister's credibility. 


It is an exercise that those who occupy Palace offices have performed to perfection, 
training on the press, with the well-known trial balloons. A “source” divulges some 
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information, the papers publish it and Planalto Palace keeps an eye peeled on the 
thermometer, measuring reaction, There is no way to escape, If a reporter does 
not print the story someone else will, The one who did not write it runs the risk 
that the information may be accurate, in which case he will probably lose his job, 


A good example of how power is shared in Brasilia was given by President Figueiredo 
himself in an informal conversation, He was commenting on the newspaper report that 
he had made a secret trip to Para, He was saying that this was not true when some- 
one retorted that speculations such as this are natural when the president is not at 
work, Figueiredo: "But what would 1 have done in the Palace? Venturini wasn't 

t ere, Golberi was sick and Medeiros was out of town, What would I do there?" 


Sometimes this centralized power is not harmonious, A recent example is that of 
Volkswagen, Labor Minister Murilo Macedo was saying one thing, Camilo Pena another 
and Delfim something else. Figueiredo eventually made a public announcement en- 
dorsing Delfim, who reigns supreme in economics, He spoke forcefully and bombasti- 
cally. Those who know him could see that he obviously had a desire to make a state- 
ment to the press. But in this case his desire to speak was inspired not only by 
the conflicting statements, but also by the desire to criticize Wolfgang Saver. Ac- 
cording to some comments, Figueiredo, irritated by the first layoffs at that company, 
said he would “get back at that German." Later, when Mario Garnero informed him 
that Sauer would be leaving Volkswagen, the president said curtly: "My congratula- 
tions.” After all, he had before him another name that should enter the circle of 
power. The latter, certainly, with antennae tuned to the five channels of decision 


making. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 





MACHADO VENTURA CLOSES UJC, PIONEERS ANNIVERSARY MEETING 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE 6 Apr 81 p 2 


[Speech by Jose Ramon Machado Ventura, member of the Politburo, give) 4 April 1981 
at the celebration of the 20th anniversary of the Organization of Jos. Marti 
Pioneers and the 19th anniversary of the Union of Young Communists, at the Lazaro 
Pena Theater) 


[Text] Comrade Fidel Castro, first secretary of the Central Committee. 
Comrade members of the Politburo, the Secretariat and the Central Committee. 
My fellow honored guests. 

Dear comrades: 


While meeting here to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Organization of Jose 
Marti Pioneers and the 19th anniversary of the Union of Young Communists, we 
feel the deep satisfaction of knowing that in its new generations the fatherland 
has the ongoing renewal of the values that make our Revolution great and invin- 
cible. For their present and their future, Cuban children and young people are 
the most genuine expression of c ‘s revolutionary work and the most legi- 
timate fruit of the efforts of everal erations of Cubans and of the daily 
work of the masses. 


In the Organization of Jose Marti Pioneers, the country's future citizens take 
their first steps in social endeavors, and in the Union of Young Communists, the 
party's next members are trained. 


Thus, both organizations play an important role by promoting early, committed 
participation in social endeavors and by generating the interest and aspirations 
of a major segment of the population. 


Without env ‘o.. t whatever, these organizations' chief asset and their raison 
d'etre is the systematic work on the ideological, moral and civic political 
education of the new generations, whereby a climate cof ardent revolutionary dedi- 
cation is created, and the development of a politically active, healthy and cul- 
tured life for children and young people is safeguarded. 














Actually, our pioneers’ organization dates from the 1930's, when the League 

of P‘oneers was founded. From those heroic days of struggle we are familiar with 
such « amples as that of the pioneer Paquito Gonzalez, murdered when he was pay~ 
ing po. thumous homage to the ashes of Julio Antonio Mella. 


The savage repression by the Yankee imperialists' paid henchmen made it advisable 
to disband the League in order to avoid risking additional young victims. It was 
not until 4 \pril 1961, © day like today, 20 years ago, that the Union of Rebel 
Pioneers was born. A few months aiter its founding it embraced one-fourth of 
primary-level students. 


The Union of Rebel Pioneers was created at the time when the imperialists’ threats 
were most vociferous and the danger of aggression against our country was greatest 
and most palpable. Dignity and bravery were then shown by a people of whom even 
the children organized to demonstrate their full support of the Revolution. 


Today, when the imperialists are again venting their h stility against Cuba, and 
the people are expressing their preparedness to take up arms if necessary, our 
Pioneers are once more adopting the stance that the Revolution expects of then, 
contributing with their centavos and their work to collect raw materials, and with 
their collecting of funds for the Territorial Militia. Our magnificent children 
have again risen above their age and attained the stature of those who know how 
to carry out the sacred auvty of contributing to tie defense of the fatherland. 


After ats founding in 1961, while the Revolution was becoming consolidated, the 
Pioneers’ organization was also becoming co:.solidated, expanding its work and im- 
proving its educational activity among the children. 


At the beginning, it was not such a large organization as it was now. However, 
recognition should be given to the work carried out by the Pioneers in support of 
the literacy campaign, in the collection of raw materials, in caring for schools 
and in assisting teachers as monitors. 


If today we had to gauge what the most important task was that the Union of Rebel 
Pioneers fulfilled then, we would say with no uncertainty that it was a bunker 
enabling thousands of future men and women to take their first steps in the hard 
task of learning to be good revolutionaries. 


In 1962, the Association of Young Rebels held its congress, at which it was 
agreed that henceforth the young people's organization would be called the Union 
of Young Communists and its children's organization, -he Union of Cuban Pioneers. 
It wasn't only a change of name; it was the beginning of a new stage, which was 
enriched with the decision in 1964 to transform it into a mass organization in 
which all the children who wanted to could be active. Moreover, its sphere of 
activity was enlarged with the staging of sports and cultural festivals, with 
tasks involving the armed forces and the Minist.,; of the Interior, and with 
visits to the most important work centers. At thit time, the interest groups 

in various area; of the country appeared. 


The Union of Young Communists (UJC) paid ere-.ial attention to the training and pre- 
paration of the adults who were to work wiin the children. It was also brought 
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about that the Pioneer detachments began to have a life of their own, and in 1967 
600,000 children belonged to the organization, 84 percent of all primary-level 
students. 


The organization's entire life changed for the better. As a result of the quan- 
titative leap, 4 qualitative leap in activities took place: “hey began to cele- 
brate Children's Victory Week euch year as a fitting celebration by the Pioneers 
of the people's triumph at Giron; they started to commemorate other historic 
occasions, such as the Symbolic Attack on the Moncada Barracks; for the first 
time, from the local to the national level cultural festivals were held, the 
weeks honoring the FAR [Revolutionary Armed Forces) and the MININT [Ministry of 
the Interior] were observed, and the vacation plan was carried out with the 
participation of the other mass organizations and government agencies. 


It should be acknowledged that an important contribution to the development of 
the Pioneers' organization was the support given by the Ministry of Education and 
the widespread use of primary school teachers as Pioneer guides. 


During that period, the historic decision was made that the Organization of Pio- 
neers would have the motto “We will be Pioneers for communism like Che," a daily 
homage to the heroic guerrilla fighter and a resolute promise by the youngest 
children to follow his example. To be like Che, who was © model revolutionary, 
communist and internationalist; who, ahead of his time, emvodied the values and 
attributes of the man of the future, is not an easy goal to attain. 


That is why, when we hear the motto of the Pioneers’ organization, our faith 

in the future is strengthened and nourished; for we are convinced that when a 
generation like this, imbued with so many beautiful principles and heir to so 
many beautiful traditions, undertakes a commitment to its people and to history, 
it fulfills it completely. 


In 1971, critical analysis of accomplishments and of the deficiencies that af- 
fected work most seriously brought to light the need to perfect the Pioneer 
movement as a true mass organization with its own personality and sufficient 
autonomy to be able to fully carry out the vast amount of work entrusted to it. 


The effort bore fruit, and at the time of the historic first congres* of Cuban 
communists, the Union of Cuban Pioneers’ membership included 98 percent of the 
entire country's primary-level students. It was clear that henceforth the chief 
issue would not be enrolling members but rather the qua’ity of Pioneer activities 
and consolidation of the work of the guides, the organization's basic link. 


In the spirit of effectively carrying out the resolutions adopted at the first 
party congress, at its third congress the Union of Young Communists analyzed all 
the work of the Pioneers. Taking into account the level of development achieved 
and the need to have continuity in activities, which would make possible a degree 
of continuity in ages with the UJC, it was proposed that the membership range of 
the Pioneers’ organization be extended to the ninth grade. 














This decision, which also was based on the experiences of other Pioneer organi- 
zations in the socialist countries, resulted in the creation of the present 
structure. There is a first level, which includes Pioneers in the first through 
fourth grades, called the Moncada Pioneers, and a second level, embracing the 
fifth through ninth grades, called the Jose Marti Pioneers. The nature of the 
organization was also changed. 


It is no longer only a children's organization. It now includes children and 
adolescents and has a membership of 2,142,498, accounting for 99.5 percent of 
primary- and intermediate-level students, with levels as sharply defined as those 
of the little Moncadaists and the adolescents. 


Our government is devoting vast resources to the g ' of developing children and 
young people who are cultured, capable, happy, phy: ally and spiritually healthy, 
endowed with a sound character and possessed of an iron will. 


The new generations we are striving for are to be thu... In pursuit of this goal, 
the Revolution gives the best of itself to imbue in tomorrow's citizens the ideo- 
1oyical values and the characteristics and qualities chat will enable them to 
fulfill with dignity their honorable role of carry. on the work of the 
Revolution. 


We can acknowledge with legitimate satisfaction that the Cuban children and young 
people have been worthy of our working people's effort and sacrifice and receptive 
to the call from the Revolution, which has so much hope invested in the new gen- 
erations, especially in our Pioneers and in the members of the Union of Young 
Communists. 


Now Pioneers' camps, clubs and palaces are springing up. It is a source of pride 
fer any revolutionary to explore the indoor and outdoor facilities at the Ernesto 
Guevara Central Pioneers’ Palace. Such a monument to the training of children 
and adolescents before the triumph of the Revolution is inconceivable. 


In areas as distant as the Frank Pais Second Front Municipality, a palace was 
also built. It has more limited facilities, in keeping with the population and 
accessib. lity of the place, but it is richly endowed with beauty and significance. 


In Cienfuegos Province, in the foothills of the Sierra de Escambray, a camp with 
a capacity of 5,000 Pioneers was also built. In Matanzas Province, at Varadero 
Beach itself, the organization has its International Camp, where each year the 
best Pioneers in the country may vacation and mingle not only with Pioneers from 
our brother socialist countries but also with children f om all con vinents. 
Another project worth noting is the Jose Marti Pioneers' City, with a capacity 

of over 15,000 children. Thus, during these years the Revolution has made a 
najor effort to construct facilities for the Pioneers, and there are now 24 

camps and 8xplorers' centers, capable of accomoaating 25,910 Pioneers, through 
which over 450,000 Pioneers can pass in the course of the year. There are, in 
addition, 32 clubs and palaces capable of handling 87,624 Pioneers in the various 
special-interest groups. When speaking of these facilities and resources at the 
disposal of our Pioneers, I am reminded c” * .e person who is inseparably linked 
with these accomplishments: the model, enthusiastic fighter, the unforgettable 
Comrade Celia Sanchez. 








The effort will never end. The , ity plans to undertake the construction of 
three new Pioneers' palaces during this 5-year period: one in Holguin Province, 
another in Pinar del Rio and another on the Isle of Youth. In Santiago de Cuba 
Province, we will erect a camp with a capacity of over 3,000 Pioneers. 


We should point out that in nearly eve.y province and in some municipalities a 
major effort is being made to equip certain facilities as municipal palaces and 
Explorers' provincial centers; and we are sure that the day will come, as Fidel 
has stated, when each municipality wili have a Pioneers’ palace, for this is one 
of the most important means of developing vacation [as published] work. 


During these years, new traditions have arisen among the Pioneers. One of the 
most important has been Children's Day. It is one of our loveliest festivals. 
On that special day, everyone focuses on his future. When celebrated each year, 
it has been marked by the presence and the words of the first secretary of our 
party, Comrade Fidel, who has provided his affectionate, precise guidance for 
the carrying out of Pioneers' tasks. 


Comrades: 


A new generation is being prepared in the ranks of the Organization of Jose Marti 
Pioneers, the one that tomorrow will build factories, teach in the schools, 

watch over our health, defend the Revolution's achievements, ana extract wealth 
from the land and the sea, the one that will lead the country. From it will come 
the future workers and farmers, the professionals and intellectuals, and the 
proletarian vanguard. 


This means that the activities of the Pioneers' organization must become increas- 
ingly complex. Specialized movements, work schedules for the older ones; 
meetings with games and songs for the younger ones; special-interest clubs, re- 
sponsible tasks in the community, management of their own detachments in the 
higher grades. .. . These are the jobs that indicate that a new step has been 
taken in the growth of our Pioneers' organization. 


Our party considers the results obtained during these 20 years very positive. 

We are genuinely satisfied with the work done by the cadres, by the 129,000 
guides and by the Pioneers themselves, as well as with the support given to this 
acitivity by the government agencies and social and mass organizations. 


The first duty of a Pioneer is and will be to study, to be an example in his 
classroom, in his school. In this regard, the taking of advancement examinations 
and other tasks in support of promotion have been given direct attention by each 
collective, by all guides, and by each Pioneer, and now a major battle is being 
waged to achieve better results in the quality of education. To accomplish this, 
an effort is being made to insure that daily homework is completed, that indivi- 
dual study is carried out, that study groups meet. Activities take place that 
promote schooling: contests, competitions, and so forth. 


As a part of the application of the Marxist and Martiian principle of linking 


study with work, the Pioneers are engaged in farm work at the schools in the 
country, on their plots of land, in their gardens, in voluntary work. 
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Improvement of the education system requires that each element in the process 
meet standards. The Pioneers, the students, have an active role that has been 
and i; today, more than ever, decisive. 


In this regard, the UJC and the Pioneers' organization must continue to make 

their contribution to improvement of the quality of ideological political and 
educational work in order to bring about the proper diversified, harmonious 
molding of the communist personality of those in the new generations. They 
should also contribute to the struggle to improve formal education, care of social 
property, combativeness and the critical and self-critical spirit. Furthermore, 

we must keep insisting on the need for and usefulness of school gardens. And if 
today we have reached the 20th Anniversary of the Organization of Pioneers with 
twice as many gardens as we had at the time of the 7th Plenum of the UJC National 
Committee--a commitment that you made to Fidel on that occasion--in the future 

you should continue contributing because this noble, beautiful job is being carried 
out in most of the Pioneers’ collectives where it is possible. 


Patriotic military training has had, since the beginning--and utill does today-- 
a special siqnificance in the work of the Pioneers. This aspect of the training 
of a revolutionary must be pursued constantly. We have to pay attention to the 
development of mass patriotic/military activities. 


Among the objectives of the Organization of Pior.eers is development of the habits 
and attitudes that prepare the Pioneer to be worthy of membership in the UIC. In 
this regard, we should note that thus far 13,000 Pioneers have been processed for 
the Young Communists, and 85 percent of them have been declared candidates. More- 
over, in the recently completed recommendation process for ninth-grade Pioneers, 
over 92,000 of them sought recommendations, and the collectives and detachments 
accepted 46,324, which indicates the quality of the training given them. 


As you know, given the nature of the Young Communists and its difference from 
the Organization of Pioneers, not all those recommended can be processed by the 
uJC for consideration ↄf possible membership. However, it is in itself an honor 
and, at the same time, a stimulus for the collective with the Pioneers who are 
most outstanding in their studies and in their entire career with the organiza- 
tion. For this reason, it is essential that they maintain the standards put 
forth in the granting of recommendations so that in practice the best Pioneers 
will be worthy of this stimulus; the Pioneers who with their daily attitud2 
prove to be the example for the rest and therefore have the qualities and attri- 
butes needed for membership in the UJC. 


Each Pioneer's career in the organization has been conceived as a multifaceted 
activity. The athletic and esthetic aspects are extremely importa and are 
given considerable attention. The extent of mass participation in sports and in 
different activities related to art and culture should increase. We have achiev- 
ed good results. At present, nearly 1.5 millio.. Pioneers are involved in sports, 
and over 878,000 are involved in cultural activities. Many of them have shown 
marked talent, and we'll be able to see that in the cultural activity that they 
have prepared for this evening. However, the needs in this sphere Jf the vast 
mass of adolescents and children are ever ater. Also, we should seek to in- 
still the future values of sports and general culture at the earliest ages, with 
the Pioneers’ organization playing an essential role in this regard. 
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Hundreds of Pioneers who are vanguards in their detachments, collectives, munici- 
palities, provinces, or nationally have been outstanding in the carrying out of 
all these activities and many others. For all of them, and for the 387,868 Pio- 
neers who have positions of responsibility in the organization, and for the 
cadres, Our most sincere congratulations. Also for the workers at the Pioneer 
facilities, who have attained the title of vanguard in each category during these 
years. 


Comrades: 


This even.ng we are celebrating, as a happy historical coincidence, the 19th 
Anniversay of the Union of Young Communists along with the 20th Anniversary of 
the Organization of Pioneers. 


We have witnessed two decades of prestigious and fruitful existence, during 
which the Organization of Jose Marti Pioneers and the Union of Young Communists 
have succeeded in earning the admiration and the respect of all the people and 
the confidence of the Revolution, the party, and our commander in chief, Fidel 
Castro. 


On occasions like these, in which there is a combining of satisfaction in having 
accrued long years of rich history and the commitment to move forward with the 
same enthusiasm and dedication toward new and greater successes, it is fair to 
recognize the magnificent fruits of the effort put forth by both organizations 
in the training of the generations that are to take in their hands the glorious, 
invincible flags of the Revolution and socialism. 


The seasoned ranks of the UJC are largely filled with young people who once, with 
infinite pride, wore the Pioneer neckerchief; young people who today are being 
imbued with the purity of Marxist-Leninist principles, respect for our people's 
most legitimate patriotic traditions, and love for the Revolution's beautiful 
cause; and who are the party's next members. 


The fact that many of the children who once were founders of the Union of Rebel 
Pioneers, later joined the Union of Young Communists and today are active in our 
glorious party is the most convincing proof that the Pioneer and Young Communist 
organizations are an unending source guaranteeing continual renewal of our 
people's revolutionary values. 


It is for this reason that today we can affirm that our children and young 
people have been able to meet the demands of our time, have maintained the pres- 
tige won by their respective organizations, and have been worchy of the effort 
made daily by the Revolution to insure a better future for the new generations. 


Starting now, you and the members of the UJC, students, all our young generation, 
will be working in preparation for the Young Communists' Fourth Congress. With the 
enthusiasm, the affection and respect that the Pioneers feel for the vanguard of 
Young Communists, we know they will undertake the missions of support for the 
important gathering in April 1982, at the time of the UJC's 20th anniversary. 


To us, the Young Connunists' organization and their Pioneer organization are a 
part of an integral whole, of the same future. We will view them thus always, 
together and prepared to advance. 
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On reading the ceport to the Second Congress, the first secretary of our Comav- 
nist Party said: 


"The children whom Marti called ‘the world's hope’ are, in our fatherland, the 
guarantee of a future of Gevelopment of science, technology and high culture, and 
of an impressive advancement of communist consciousness. Our Pioneers, the Revo~ 
lution's seoure future, are growing up surrounded by all of society's affection 
and attention. Nor will we be stinting in the future with the available energy 
and resources in the attainment of an increasingly fuller flowering of their 
marvelous talents.” 


These decisions for now and always by the vanguard of our Revolution, ite commu- 
nist detachment, and the workers are a commitment for all of you, for your self- 
less guides and advisers, to respond to an entire people's effort with the deter- 
Mination to be better every day, with the commitment to maintain and improve the 
organigation as a true school for revolutionaries. We are certain that we will 

be able to place the flags of the socialist fatherland in your hands so that you 
can Carry them to new heights in the struggle for complete happiness for man, in 
the building of socialism. 


we have confidence in you, Cuban Pioneers; through you the Revolution will always 


advance. 


To see you grow up better, healthier, more well-row od, freer justifies the sac- 
r.fices. Porward, to attain new accomplishments, to build the communist future. 


There is no S.eater reward for the people, for their heroes and martyrs, for your 
parents, than to hear you shout with your hearts swollen with revolution: 


,oneers for Communicom! We will be like Che! 
Hurray for the 20th Anniversary of the Organization of Pioneers! 
Patria o muerte! 


Venceremos ! 
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IMPORTANCE OF PARALLEL MARKETS BXPLALNED 
Havana MUJERES in Spanish Jan 61 pp 56-59 
[Article by Gladys Castano: "Why the Parallel Market?" | 


pot Several monthe ago a especial sales plan, the paralle) market, which hae 
avorably received by most people, went into effect in our country, Of course, 
there are still some people who ask why certain items are sold through ration book- 
lete while others are on free sale at higher prices, 


To those who have not yet been able to get a satisfactory response to such concerns 
we have the following to say: 


In our party's charter it ic stated that, unlike the capitalist sys the social- 
ist state seeke to satiefy human beings’ material and spiritual needs conformity 
with the objectives of a just society in which man's material and spiritual well- 
being is the justification for the economy, 


The document that governs the party aleo specifies that the socialist state tries 

to see to it that ite production apparatus functions with maximum efficiency, apply- 
ing the most appropriate methods, through the utilisation of the solid principles 
of Marxiew-Leniniem and the rich experience the international revolutionary sove- 
ment has accumlated in the building of socialiem, all thie applied to our specific 
cireoumstances in a creative epirit, 


As we can see, our labor policy is governed by precisely those principles and eco- 
nomic lawe inherent in the building of socialieam and consequently one of the guiding 
principles that operates in this fundamental activity is the law of distribution, 
that is, distribution with adjustment of the quantity and quality of the labor 
contributed, 


And returning to the specific topic we are concerned with, we oan say that the 
parallel market is a particular approach which, under the present circumstances, 
will permit better operation of the law of distribution according to the effort 
contributed , based on the principle, "from each according to his ability, to each 
according to his effort," 


This is the main reason, one which justifies the need for establishing it [ the 
parallel market} as one of the techniques that should lead us to the gradual elimi- 
nation of regulated distribution, 








From what hae juet been said, 
hie labor ought t) eam more 
and produce were benefite for 
means of material incentive, 


the 
Something that should be kept well in mind is the fact that, in order to turn the 
law of distribution according to 


F 


tions imposed on it, 


We must repeat that, under suoh tions, the extra money a worker 
tutes for him a powerful incentive to inorease his productivity and 
competence, It ie an incentive that gete hia to in 
of taske that are gore and more complex, 


for ite equivalent in goods and services in 
oonds 


while we realise that our workers do no 
wages should fretion as material inoen 


ing day ®ore con@umer goods become available, which 
oeive more money for the work they do, 





As wo know, from the etart of the revoluti 
and .nduetrial items has been distributed 


eami.ese of the social contribution each of them makes, There can be no question 
at thie hae been a just policy during an er. 

,evelopment of our productive forces, one — the revolutionary government 

was obliged to guarantee all workers and their the 

their minimal needs, 


.oday, aithough the imperialist blockade has been saintained, cooperation with the 
socialist countries, especially with the Soviet Union, and greater development of 
our economy enable ue to apply a system of economic management based on 
calculus and a dietribution adjusted to labor that is gradually freeing regulated 


trole must be achieved on the basis of specific adjustments of the prices for 

which these iteme are sold to the public in order to arrive at a harmonious and just 
distribution, consistent with people's growing income in terms of wages as well as 
social security and welfare, 


The cesoiution coneerrang the economic management and planning system adopted at 
our party's Second Cc .gress refers to all this when it says: 


"One coint which we gust go into at greater depth is the one that concerns modifi- 
at.on of the retail or public price system which, without affecting the standard 
of living, will contribute to a better balance am ig these prices as well as to 
gradual elimination of the controlled distribution «cf consumer goode and to con- 
eo). ation with the socialist principle of distribution adjusted to labor and the 
-aci.tenarce of appropriate relationships between people's incomes anc expenses," 
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Development of the paralle] market, on which certain goods are 

prices, ie an approach that shovid cont™ibute to the evemen 
without forgetting that, regardless of the system, as has been 

every worker will be able to properly satisfy hie minimal and 

needs, 


As we can see, the parallel garket tends to stabilize the supply and demand for 
goods, Thies is @ decisive factor in the battle being waged to eradicate the black 
market created by antisocial elementa, 


During the last 5-year period, a new system of economic management and planning was 
inetituted, The parallel market is one element of this system inasmuch as it 
thoroughly stimulates operation of the law of distribution according to one's effort, 
since socialism by no means means egalitarianism, As long as the revolutionary era 
we are now going through lasts, whoever contributes more through his labor will 

earm more in our society and whoever receives more through the effort he has made 
will be able to benefit to a greater extent from our distribution systems, including 
the para'lel market, 
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MATERIALS AVAILABLE FOR MAINTENANCE, REPAIRS NOTED 
Havana MUJERES in Spanish Jan 81 pp 56-57 
[Article by Heidy Gonzalez: "Something You Ought to Know"] 


Text] A big increase in the production of supplies of ilding materials for the 
o-it-yourself repair of homes has enabled us to fill applications entered on the 
outstanding list and also to create a new distribution system, To achieve this, 
residents committees were formed, charged with working out the allocation on the 
basis of /need/ and /urgency/ [in boldface] as well as future applications, This 


system has been applied in other provinces throughout the country with magnificent 
results, 


‘ere are also independent inspections to resolve cases of families who have the 
sent of the housing department and want to repair their homes, The minimal needs 
that may arise in areas designated as unhealthy neighborhoods will also be covered, 
in view of the fact that these cases require special supervision to avoid their 
becoming permanently established or proliferating, 


On Regulation of the Sale of Materiales to Pill the Established List 


When a given application's turn comes, the head of the Department of Housing Main- 
tenance will send an inspector to review the budget set up by the user, which met 
contain a description of the work to be done and the appropriate list of materials, 
adjusted to established parameters, The user will also take care of the job permit 
from the municipal board of architecture, 


if, in accordance with the budget that has been presented, inspector feels that 
he does not have to visit the dwelling because the work to done does not require 
a job permit and the amount of materials involved is very little, he will go ahead 
and issue authorizations to make direct purchases, after prior consultation with 
the head of the department, 


while the work is going on, it will be checked to be sure that the materials are 
reaily being used, If there is a violation, the .2le of items still pending will 
be immediately suspended and the board of architecture will be notified, These 
violations are administrative infractions according to the laws now in effect, 


the 
be 


if the users procure materials still pending frm the original requisition by other 
neans, the latter will t» considered filled, 


41 

















On 51 March 1960 . plications for materials expired, In cases presented before 

that date, applicants were required to be legal ocoupante and received an "applica- 
tion voucher" and the general sales liet number, This list is classified by address, 
application-date and kind-of-job cards, 


if, when his turn comes up, the interested party requests an extension, a maxiaum 
period of 15 days will be granted, effective as of the date the Department of Housing 
Maintenance is notified, 


A period of 2 months will be granted to clear all the materials budgeted, as of the 
beginning of the purchase of said materials, If there is some specific item which 
cannot be supplied during the 2-month period, 15 daye more will be allowed to pum 
chase it, 


The voucher granted by the Department of Housing Maintenance will expire 7 days 
after it is issued, After that time, the interested party will lose the right to 
acquire the materials allocated in the voucher and this will be noted in the reoord, 





As long as the list system remains in effect to fill applications recorded up until 
31 March 1980, the executive committees of the mmiocipalities are empowered to 
authorize the granting of priority to cases fully justified for city planning or 
public reasons, such that they could be explained to the masses if necessary, 


The sale of materials for extensions, remodeling or new construction will not be 
authorized, 


In every case, it will be explained to the user that, if he does not buy the mate- 
rials supplied him within the time agreed on, he will lose the right to do so, 


Sale of Materials in Areas Designated as Unhealthy Neighborhoods 


As these dwellings do not meet the elementary conditions required to be considered 
habitable housing in usban areas, a policy of repair and maintenance must be main- 
tained which does not contribute to the stabilization of the neighborhood, much less 
to its proliferation, With this in mind, the following methodology will be employed: 


1, Applications for dwellings in unhealthy neighborhoods will be accepted on prior 
presentation of one's identity card and it will be checked to see whether the 
address is listed in the census of unhealthy neighborhoods taken ‘n 1978, 


2, These applications will be filed on a special list, which will be retained even 
after expiration of the regular list, 


3, When its turn comes, the inspector will check the budget submitted by the user, 
making appropriate adjustments in it in accordance with the regulations, 


4, In the case of dwellings with dirt floors, when cement floors are applied for, 
they will be authorized if it is possible to deliver the necessary m= »*), 


5. Walls and roofs will be repaired with the same or similar materials, 
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6, ‘The construction of toilets will be authorised on prior presentation of an ap- 
proval issued by she municipal board of health, They will be built of wood, tiles, 
roofing paper, fibrocem, eto, 


7, A job permit will not be issued unless the dwelling ie habitable, 


8, The provincial .ousing board will set the amounts of materials each municipality 
"v dispose of to sell in this way, 


10, Residents of unhealthy neighborhoods whose turn comes up on the regular list 


because they can prove legal ocoupanoy of the dwelling and such occupancy meets the 
conditions for habitab lity are not inoluded in thie set of directives, 


11, These measures will be applied to dwellings located in unhealthy neighborhoods, 
not to illegal structures put up in urban areas, either on empty lote or in or on 
existing buildings, 


Sale of Materials for the Rebuilding of Dwellings Belong.ng to Families with the 
Consent of the Housing Department 


A eet of directives has been issued for the purpose of regulating the sale of mate- 
rials for the rebuilding of dwellings whose poor condition has caused the housing 
Jopartment to extend ite consent to the residents of same in order to eliminate 

une hagardous conditions responsible for this measire, 


. will fundame. tally be applied to cases of isolated dwellings and mitifamily 
idings in which the deterioration is local: zed in the dwelling of the family in 
.eetion and the extent of the repairs is such that they can be performed by the 

-esidente themselves, The procedure to be followed will be: 


. me to the size of the job and the potential danger involved in most of these 
cases, presentation of a job permit issued by the department of architecture will 
be required, 


>. The municipal department of housing maintenance will periodically inform the 
ui of the ocunicipel housing department as to the manpower available for initiating 
suc. jobs, always subject to the stock of materiale on hand, 


. « liet of outstanding applications will not be set up, since these jobs will be 
indertaken in accordance with available manpower on tue basis of the above-mentioned 
coomlination between the departments of housing and housed, housing maintenance and 
the municipal board of architecture, 


4, The budget for these projects will conform to the guideliznos given in the set 
of directives, 


5, Jobs in progress must be limited in number to xn amount that can be properly 
hancled in terms of the availability of materials, 


. Materiales that are not stocked in regular shops will not be included in such 
yudgets, 
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7. It ie recommended that an effort be made to build sloping slabs of reinforced 
concrete to avoid having to lay clay tile, due to the scarcity of that material, 


8, The sale of materials required for the repairs to be made on the dwelling will 


be authorized with the proviso that it be made clear to the user that he mst 
acquire all the materials within the 6—month deadline, 
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large variety of them which successfully supports the execution of thi 

work, 

A repair shop chosen at random, The location is unimportant since the new system 
is in effect in all repair units, Several times we felt like just another set 


owner, We observed and listened to people's requests, We also conferred with 
delegates from different districts of the people's government, We asked questions 
of local residents, fellow workers, In short, we investigated the situation and 
received confirmation of the popular view, which tends to create an unfavorable 
image of an important service: television repair, 


"When I brought it in, the waiting period was given as 15 days, Wow 45 days have 
gone by and they haven't done anything with it," 


"They repaired it 2 days ago,,, and it already shows signs of the same trouble," 
"It was in the shop for over a month, They brought it back yesterday and, after 


a little while, it has the same thing wrong with it for which it was sent in in the 
first place," 
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"They have repaired it several times, It has been sent to the shop on two occasions, 
I don't know how amch I've paid in repair bills and in the end it still doesn't 
work," 





With the intention of looking for explanations for these complaints, we organised 
a meeting in which a shop foreman, a brigade leader, a full-fledged r. airman, a 
telephone operator and the reporter from the magazine, MUJERES, participated, 


Raul Carreno (full-fledged repaixman) 


The versatility of the repairman makes it possible for repairs to always be done 
by the same repairman, in the home or in the shop, thus linking him directly with 
the set to be repaired from the moment of the initial diagnosis until it is de- 
livered, 


“Before, we did not operate by areas as we do now, I like this method, You get 
Closer to the equipment, You get to know how it works, its shortcomings, ite 
characteristics, Furthermore, the owner becomes familiar with us, relations are 
produced by constantly running into one another on the street, in the neightorhood, 
We relate to the customer, This makes our work easier, 


"There are towns that are very poorly equipped for providing service, Our repair 
men have had to lower a television set from atop a cabinet, take it through a na: row 
passage to find enough light and work with hardly any room, but our goal is to repair 
as many television ete as possible right in the home, If not, the shop foreman 
wants to know right away why so many sete have been brought into the shop, 


"The complaint that sets are still defective after leaving the shop has to be ex- 
amined more closely, Once repairs are completed, the set goes to the warming bench, 
There it is left on for 8 hours to observe any defects, Unfortunately, we don't 
have enough personnel to have a comrade sith there and watch seven or eight tele- 
vision sets simultaneously and detect defects, The repairman observes the sets 
from time to time, /If, when he is not watching, the set fails and it is not de- 
tected,/ it is returmed to the owner, This could be one of the reasons for return- 
ing it to the shop, 


"There are times, peak periods, when orders increase to an extraordinary extent, An 
example of this is the summer season with the children on vacation and the child- 
ren's procrans, The result is that the television set is on all day, Another 
typical period is the north wind season, Around the levee and in neighboring 

areas antennas are strongly affected, The customer forgets that his has been up 

for 15 or 20 years without being cleaned, It is easier to bring the television 

set in, 


"The repairman arrives in the daytime, in full sunshine, when it is hot, ‘he re- 
sult: a good picture, The owner insists that the picture is not very good at 
night, Of course not, the dampmess of the night has an effect on the antenna, 
which is overloaded with saltpeter, And we might do weli to inform the public 
that antenna repair is not a job for the repairman, 


"Since the repair schecule has been changed in all the repair shops, the enterprise 
is making a big effort to make a maximum of house calls, approximately 14 or 15 a 
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day, To earn a wage equivalent to 7,44 pesos a day, we have to repair five sets 

a day, Naturally, the more sets repaired, the bigger the wage, The repairman docs 
not get paid for sete that have been retumed after being repaired and, while under 
a full guarantee, are again out of order ana to 
call or that the set be returned to the shop, 
we 


the 
"There are customers who think that like to come and repair a set in 15 minutes, 
collect [for our services] and go to another house with the intention of earning 
more money, That's not the way it ie, When a set requires repairs during the time 
the guarantee is in effect, the repairman is affected because another house 
does not mean a profit for him; rather it robs him of the time [he needs] to 
plete his normal schedule," 





Reinaldo Araujo (brigade leader) 


Your job is to supervise the work of the full-fledged repai:man and later to make 
house calls to owners to check and see whetser the repairs were properly made and 
that the customer is satiefied, In practice is this beii.¢ carried out? Why is 
the schedule so overloaded? 


"T take care of a group of 17 repairmen, Since the enterprise is at present in- 
terested in completing the maximum number of jobs possible in order to reduce the 
schedule to normalcy, it is impossible for me to repeat the large number of house 
calls made by all the repairmen, We let ourselves be guided by owner complaints 
and the repairman's productivity, and on this basis I direct my attention to the 
ork of certain comrades, Thie is how we go about checking on the quality of the 
ervice offered and the treatment received by the owner, 


"The current demand for service is normal, but there has been a big backlog due to 
he shortage of parts and a drop in the number of technically qualified personnel, 
spite of everything, we have made enormous efforts, working nights and even 

sundays, Starting in June, we launched a minicompetition that has succeeded in 
avoiding a more critical situation, Over 20,000 picture tubes have been installed, 
the great maority of them right in the home, The battle against the overloaded 
schedule is a tense one, struggling [as we are] to bring it down to established 
norms," 


Humberto Arias (shop foreman) 


Why is a repaired television set damaged on the way from the shop to the home? 
Don't optime. conditions exist for transporting it? Aren't the minimal conditions 
met in transporting it? 


"Tre set leaves the shop in perfect condition, This ie deteruined through observa- 
tion of its operation on what we call the warming bench, that is, keeping the set 

on and under observation by the repairman at different times of the day, /We detect 
any detail that may crop up during that time,/ 


"The set is affected during transport, The motor pool does everything possible to 
rig the trucks with shelves, mattress liners, belts, etc,, but jolting through the 
streets always does some damage, If it were »-. for this factor, it would be im 
possible to imagine how a set that has left shop in perfect condition shows a 
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defect when it arrives in the home, The town I service is a complicated one: the 
old city of Havana, It is practically impossible for the truck to get through the 
otreets, Sometimes it climbs up on the sidewalks and that narrow strip doesn't 
allow it to avoid the potholes, In short, there are so many obstacles that the set 
always suffers at least minimal damage, 


"The truck carries a driver and two assistants, None of them is a repairman, They 
are limited to delivering the set into the home, When the owner gets his set, he 
tries it out, If he notices some problem, he reports it to these employees who 
cannot determine the reason for it, Bven if all that is wrong ie a slight maiadjust- 
meat of the antenna or they simply need recommend that the set be switched to an- 
other channel that has better reception, 


"A few days ago a set was returned to the shop three times, The last time we asked 
the owner to come down with the set, We tested it in her presence and there was 
nothing wrong, The lady was surprised, I showed her that the trouble was produced 
by the antenna or the antenna lead, but, since the truck driver knew nothing about 
how the set works, he limited himself to transporting it, 


"I am certain that, if there were a repairman in the truck, sets would not be re- 
turned to the shop, There are small maladjustments caused by the motion cf the 
truck, like loose tubes, disconnected leads and other simple matters, When the 

set arrives at the shop, we quickly tighten the tube and reconnect the lead, .ighty 
percent of the sets that are returned under guarantee are attributable to th‘s," 


Maritza Montero (telephone operator) 


Some people feel that the telephone opera ors don't answer the phones or that, 
when they do, they are impolite, How do you feel about this? 


"The need for repairs is so great, because of the backlog we have from previous 
years when we had no spare parts, that the daily number of calls is enormous, Some 
call to have their sets brought in, others because they are concerned over their 
sets, The line is seldom not busy, Sometimes a call comes in, we pick up the re- 
ceiver and ask the caller to wait, This is because we are handling another call, 
The customer is annoyed and hangs up, 


"The question of poor treatment is a relative one, We could say the same of them, 
The receptionist is the first person the consumer comes into contact with, When he 
is annoyed because of delay in the schedule or because the set is delayed in the 
shop, he gets nasty and we are the ones whom he vents his spleen on, I cannot speak 
for the rest of the receptionist» “é other units, but in the one where I work 
there are no complaints about my «wv, although I cannot deny that I have been 
involved in situations like the one - ust mentioned which have called for all my 
patience to keep from blowing my top," 


Conclusions 


Examining the testimon +s expressed here we note several contradictions, like the 
fact that a repairman ys that, when the set is on the warming bench, there is no 
constant watch over it aue to the shortage of manpower to devote to that job, which, 
in his own words, means that, "when he is not looking at it, if the set fails and 
it is not detected, it is sent to the owner," 
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liowever, the vrigade leader claims that, when the set is on the warming bench, 
"any detail that crops up we detect," And afterwards he adds that returning the 


set to the shop may be determined by the need for inoluding a repairman in the 
truck, 


Regarding quotas,,, We mast concern ourselves with the results of the goal we have 
set ourselves to update the schedule (14 or 15 sets a day), If the figure decided 
on by the specialists is a minimum of five, won't the repairman be overworked if 
that figure is raised? Can a worker double or triple his quota without affecting 
the quality of the service offered or his own health, although he does achieve the 
objective and this turns him a profit? And will this excess of repairs be the cause 
of future returned sets once the difficulty has been overcome? Then it would be 
"the [problem] of not being completed!" 


As regasis what the telephone operator said, while we are convinced of the truth of 
her arguments, novertheless, the public has often felt it has been mistreated with- 
out cause, 


Adcinistrators of different repair shops say that the consumer /should neither sign 
the order nor pay/ unless he has checked to see that his set is in perfect condition, 
In this way repair of the set will still be pending and another call from the repair 
ran or brigade leader will be required, Of course, there are cases where the 
trouble shows up 2 or 3 hours «ter the set has been turned on and, naturally, the 
repairman cannot sit and wait until it does, But insofar as is possible, dear 
~oader, detain your repairman a few minutes and do not accept any deficiency, not 

ren with the excuse that /a part he does not have/ is required (unless that is con- 
.izmed by the shop foreman or the a¢ministratur himself), We know of cases where 
the repairman gave this justification and it vas not so, 


-oor service has generated proliferation of the "private" repairman, At leisure 

_» Gs tairs, different parts have been sold and especially capitalist sets, which 
have expanded opportunities for “private" repairmen, Advertising himself in certain 
ways and with his proper to license to work as a self-employed individual, this 

kind of repairman has become a boon to consumers fed up with the poor service re- 
ceived from the local repair shop or with the long waiting period, The solution is 
a dangerous one, The state repair shops establish specific standards which prohibit 
/technical violations/, What does this mean? Well, where a specific tube is con- 
cerned, it cannot be replaced with another that requires adaptation and does not 
perform the same functions, Since they do not have ideal components, private repair 
men rely on adaptations of similar parts they have even though they may be from a 
capitalist set for one from the socialist world, When they are finished, they leave 
behind a good picture and a happy owner, But in time, the television set is gradu- 
ally destroying itself, It is performing forced labor, When state r«pairmen arrive, 
they even find parts dangling because they do not fit the original chassis, If 
people resort to these solutions, it is because the repair shops do not offer fast 
service and quality, The shop offers a guarantee which the private repairman does 
not and, furthermore, in most cases his prices are profit-based and the results are 
destructive for the set in the long run, 


As regards the problems incurred by antennas and antenna leads, we may anticipate 


hat construction of an antennaeservicing sr~;> .s being planned, Work on it has 
lrendy begun in maltiple-family dwellings, uhis will be of help in terms of the 
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esthetics of buildings since baloony antennas, many of which are improvised and 
gaudy, contrioute to the ugliness of building facades and, ultimately, affect the 
general appearance of the city, ‘This future service will provide for the entire 
population, 


Regarding the suggestion that we include a repairman in the truck personnel, which 
would guarantee instantaneous adjustment of the set in the owner's home, we may 
remember that there was an old arrangement in the consolidated enterprises whereby 
a repairman was incorporated into the truck crew, This service was eliminated 
because the transport enterprise forbid the inclusion of a repairman since the 
delivery run took longer due to the fact that a certain amount of time has to be 
invested in each home and this affected the truck driver's wage, which is also con- 
nected with deliveries, 


We do not believe we have discovered the reasons for the poor functioning of this 
activity, But we have discovered various shortcomings which the new system that 
has been imposed does not resolve, We are courageously working to eliminate short- 
comings and complaints, many of them stereotyped and unfounded, inherited from the 
earlierestablished system; but there are still vestiges of these whicl people can 
help to eliminate by reporting them and keeping themselves well-informed as to their 
rights and the obligations of the repair shop, In this way they will] contribute to 
the effort being made by the management of the Household Klectrical Appliance Ser 
vices mterprise, 


May this report contribute to that goal, 


11,466 
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COUNTRY SECTLON DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 





RISING RACISM IN COUNTRY NOTED WITH CONCERN 
Santo Domingo EL CARIBE in Spanish 7 Apr 61 p 8 
[Editorial: "Disquieting"] 


[Text] There are many disquieting aspects of the political struggle in this country. 
One=-which is perhaps not the most disquieting but certainly is the most shameful-- 
is the clear evidence of racism in the attacks against a political leader with 

whose ideas we are not in agreement but who has the right to be respected anyway. 


We do not expect that what we are now going to say will change things. What is most 
likely is that as a result of this editorial the attack against this politician 
will continue and that in addition we will be included in the verbal attacks to 
which he has been subjected and which are in very poor taste and completely irre- 
sponsible. 


If thie country had a redeeming quality, it was that up to now racism had never 
flourished overtly in its political battles. It is most likely that it has existed 
to a greater or lesser degree but it had always been a clandestine racism. Con- 
scious of our racial mixture, we Dominicans had always been very careful not to 
bring to light racial hatredse-<quite whe contrary. And we cannot ignore what has 
always been said sotto voce: "When the drum beats here, he who doesn't wiggle his 
ears ‘iggles his posterior.” 


And in a more refined manner, that sentiment has been reflected in an almost general 
admission that it is not the color of the skin that matters; that there are many 
blacks with white souls. However, the new style of politicking demonstrates that 
precisely among our few whites there evidently are some with black souls. 


Today we will not go beyond expressing our disgust at the expressions of racial 
hatred which flourish in our political battles. We also want to express our hope 
that this is a transient aberration and that racism will be eradicated from the 
political language so that there will be other mechanisms which operate when the 
time comes to resolve our political differences. After all, it is very true that 
there is no perfect politician. But it is the imperfections of ideology or of cuu- 
duct, not those of the skin, that should be combated as vigorously as necessary in 
order to educate and enlighten the readers. 


9204 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


RETIPED OFFICERS FORBIDDEN REENTRY--Santiago, 30 Mar--The commander of the Second 
Brigade of the Dominican Army, whose headquarters are in Santo Domingo, stated that 
high officers who have been relieved of their jobs because of their many years of 
service may not rejoin the armed forces. Gen Manuel Antonio Guervo Gomez pointed out 
that military men who have been retired by President Antonio Guzman, in his capacity 
as commander in chief of the armed forces, will remain in retirement. The high 
military officer indicated that "it is a flagrant violation of the basic laws govern- 
ing the armed forces to readmit soldiers who have already fulfilled their duty." 
Guervo Gomez answered a question relating to the aspirations of the reformist sectors 
wao hepe to win elections in order to readmit officers who they think were unjustly 
retired from the service. He stated that President Guzman has already retired these 
officers and “that must be respected because we cannot allow the basic laws to be 
‘iolated." He stated that one of President Guzman's great achievements has been to 
remove politics from the armed forces. "We now are armed forces," Gen Cuervo Gomez 
added. He pointed out that now "we see military activities being carried out in the 
military stations as provided by the constitutional laws." [Text] [Santo Domingo 

EL NACIONAL in Spanish 30 Mar 81 p 2) 9204 
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COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


LD NATIONAL CONVENTION DECLAAES OPPOSITLON TO GOVERNMENT 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 13 Apr 81 pp 1-2 


(Text) Ibarra, 12 Apr (Radio Ecuador)=-The Democratic Left (ID) concluded its 
Fourth Convention here by delearing ite opposition to the government but giving 
notice that this position in no way signified the direct or indirect destabili- 
zation of the constitutional system. 


The final document of this meeting gives an ex*ensive analysis of political 

events in the country over the last few months and of the contribution made by 
that party to Roldos' victory, without compromise, as well as of its conditions 
for the establishment of normal relations between the president and parliament. 


The basic argument for the opposition of the Democratic Left states that, in the 
opinion of the Convention, the Roldos government has not kept the promises of 
change which he made during his campaign. 


The text of the resolution is as follows: 


"The Fourth National Convention of the Democratic Left, which met in Ibarra from 
10 to 12 April 1981, declares: 


"1. That the Democratic Left by means of a highly civic and patriotic act gave 
its support to candidate Jaime Roldos after the first round of elections. When 
it explained its position to the public, the Democratic Left stated in a document 
released on 27 July 1978 that with respect to the political situation which 
required a statement of position for the second round of elections, it could not 
go against its ideological principles: to fight against the economic and 
political right and to maintain its line. The Democratic Left makes no pacts or 
alliances and, therefore, will not negotiate or reach political agreements with 
Joime Roldos or with the movements supporting him; nor will it make contacts 

with the victorious candidate. It limits itself to ordering its affiliates and 
requesting its sympathizers to vote for Jaime Roldos because his election pledges 
under existing circumstances come closest to the people's incerests, if he main- 
tains his political independence vis-a-vis the oligarchic groups that wish to gain 
power. The ID will accept no political responsibility within the new government, 
will maintain its absolute independence and reserves the right to monitor the 
fulfillment of election pledges and to criticize the government's mistakes. 
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"9. With the vetes of all the progressive sectors of the country, Roldos was 
elected presidency; however, shortly after the beginning of his term, a familiar 
clash occurred which some interpreted as a clash between the executive and 
legislative branches that impeded the action of the government and to which 
President Roldos attributed hie failure to keep hi: promises to the people. 


"Under such cireumatances, the ID resolved to adopt a position in the National 
Chamber of Deputies to redeem parliamentery prestige, combat obstructionism and 
destabilization of the conetitutional system and to promo.e openness so that the 
government can fulfill ite offere of social change, economic development and 
administrative morality. 


"Raul Baca Carbo, party national executive director, has ably carried out this 
mission and hie conduct as president of *he National Chamber of Deputies has 
earned general recognition, 


"In accordance with this political Line of independence and criticism, the ID 
put the government on permanent notice of the need for clanging directions, 
abandoning rhetoric and getting to work seriously on behalf of the country. 


"3. During the 20 months of Roldos' Christian Democratic management, the 
government bas demonstrated an undeniable inability to attain its own goals. 


"Social change is nowhere to be seen; on the contrary, the economic power groups 
continue to strengthen their position of social domination. Economic development 
has turned out to be illusory; the figures published by the government itself 
show a marked decrease in the country's econumic growth. 


"What is there to say about social justice when the differences between the sec- 
tors are increasingly profound, within a process of growing concentration of income 
at a time when the poorest group of our people is suffering from the impact of 

the latest economic measures taken by the government. 


"Administrative morality has been belied by the frequent corruption scandals 
which continue to go unpunished. 


"Io short, the government headed by Jaime Roldos, with its shortfall in the 
popular demands sector, which it helped to stimulate during the election campaign, 
nas been unable up to now to establish the bases of solution to the distressing 
economic and social problems affecting the Ecuadorean people. 


"4, For these reasons, and interpreting the feelings of the majority of the 
people, within the context of its ideological principles, the Fourth National 
Convention of the Democratic Left unanimously resolves to declare its opposition 
to the government, an objective and well-founded opposition, and to instruct the 
National Executive Council, National Executive Director, the parliamentary bloc 
and in general its activists and affiliates to ac. in accordance with this 
resolution. 


"5S, On this occasion, the Fourth National Convention reiterates its decision to 
have the party fight openly and actively a;  .t the economic and political right 








and its allies who, taking advantage of the government's errors, are orienting 
their actions solely toward conspiring againat the constitutional system and to 
lead the country toward a coup d'etat which for them is the only path that would 
permit them to gain power, as electorally they have lost all their options, 


"6, The ID's atated opposition does not in any way signify direct or indirect 
deatabllization of the conetitutional system, which was attained through popular 
struggle, but rather on the contrary to strengthen it by the only efficient 
method: that of service to the majority sectors of our people. 


Ibarra, 12 April 1981" 


Thies document, which was prepared by the Political Committee, was accepted in its 
totality by the Convention, with a single addendum proposed by Dr Rodrigo Borja 
Cevallos, in which it is stated that Raul Baca Carbo has performed his duties well 
as president of the National Chamber of Deputies, "which has earned general recog- 
nition," 


8143 
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COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


CFP FACTIONS DEBATE PARTY'S FUTURE 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 30 Mar 81 p l 


[Text] "There is a crisis in the CFP [Concentration of Popular Forces], but 
this proves the party's vitality": proparty group. 


"The crisis was overcome at the last convention": Bucaramists, 
"We are accused of treason for having supported CFP's Roldos": Roldosists. 


The conversion of the CFP into a doctrinaire party which responds to ideas and 
proposals instead of following the dictates of a leader was advanced as the only 
solution to the current CFP division during a debate that took place last night 
specifically to analyze the programs of the party which until very recently was 
the major national political force. 


However, the three panelists, each representing one of the factions into which the 
CFP is divided, had quite different ideas about the party's reality and par- 
ticularly about its future. 


The leadership of Assad Bucaram was the subject of bitter discussion, as was 
the role to be played in national political life by the progovernment movement, 
People, Change and Democracy [PCD], which is now being formed. 


The participants on the "Alternative" program of TV Channel 8 were deputies 
Reinaldo Yanchapaxi, from the Roldos faction; Luis Antonio Gavilanez, from the 
Bucaram bloc; and Marco Antonio Proano, from the proparty group. 


During his opening remarks, Yanchapaxi said that the existence of a serious crisis 
within the CFP is obvious, although, as he put it: "I cannot give an opinion of 
the CFP since I was expelled, have disassociated myself and, therefore, am not 
familiar with the magnitude of the crisis, as I have had no interest in the party 
since my unjust and illegal expulsion which was ordered by Bucaram and which was 
never officially communicated to me by the party: I kept up with it through the 
press." 


Deputy Gavilanez said that Dr Yanchapaxi had been expelled because of indisci- 
plinary acts. He also said, “The CFP is not a pendulum which depends upon per- 
sons, as its 40-year history attests; in the CFP there are party organizations, 
which constitute a national command headed by Assad Bucaram who, consequently, is 
the party's top authority." 
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He also said, “Those who complain, euch as Deputy Yanchapaxi, have not given 
their support to the CFP and, therefore, are in a poor position to complain, 
This ia all the more so if they have never fought for the party and against the 
dictatorshipa; those who never fought against a harsh military dictatorship are 
now talking about an alleged Bucaram dictatorship." 


He went on to say that any problem which might have existed in the CFP was over- 
come during the Last convention; therefore, to talk about another convention is 
absurd, “as those who say this have shown by their acts that they have created 
being members of the CFP to the point that during the last electio. campaign they 
worked for other parties," 


Deputy Marco Proano said that it is absurd to deny that there is a crisis in the 
CFP; however, according to him, that is not bad, as it proves the vitality of 
the party. "Disease is natural and characteristic of living beings." 


He added “hat what would really be a cause for concern would be che failure to 
take advantage of the crisis to conduct an examination o: conscience which would 
show that changes have to be made in the party. That is precisely what the party 
bloe proposes; i.e., the emergence of a doctrinaire party not subordinated to one- 
man dictatorships. "That is what we are proposing, although we know that any 
parts must have leaders, visible heads; however, in no case must being the leader 
be confused with being the boss [mayoral], which would impede the flow of internal 
democratic currents. We must, therefore, present a CFP which is doctrinaire and 
not caudillo-ortiented, that is, based on substance and not on the whims of any 


l eacde r. * 


With respect to the party's current situation, Proano said that his objection 
is structural i: nature, for, of the 45 persons who make up the national leader- 
ship 36 are from Guayaquil. 


Stressing the existence of an internal crisis, Dr Yanchapaxi said that the only 
sin of the group of dissident legislators is “having approved democratic consoli- 
dation by supporting the president of the republic, Jaime Roldos, a member of the 
CFP who personifies popular aspirations." 


He added that, personally, he considers it preferable to establish a new political 
party rather than to attempt the renovation of the CFP. Therefore, as announced, 
he has decided to yield to the officialist movement, People, Change and 

Democracy. 


Deputy Gavilanez, in his reply to Dr Proano Maya, said that it is "a big lie" 


to sey that 95 percent of the national leadership is from SGuayacuil "That is 
bad faith and an effort to distort the truth.” Immediately afterward he cited 
the province and place of origin of each member of the national leadership and 


how, as such, their organizations are made up. “What is more, if the charge 
had been true the proper procedure would have been for it to be made at the con- 
vention which selected the current national leadership." 


Dr Proano replied immediately, saying that the way to do honor to one's status 
as a CFP activist is by working and doing * gs which enhance the party's image. 





"Thus, for example, according to the certification of the Secretariat of the 
Chamber of Deputies, as a CPP legislator, I hae spoken 50 times in the last 3 
months of deliberation by the plenum while Deputy Luis Antonio Gavilanez spoke 
only onee, That is my contribution as a CFP deputy.” 


Deputy Gavilaneg replied: "Work is not measured by the number of words and even 
leas by stupid words," 


Deputy Yanchapaxi also replied, saying that People, Change and Democracy is being 
formed by CFP dissidents and beneficiaries [usufructuarios] and by public minia- 
teres and officials, "Regrettably, there is coercion of many public officials to 
join and affiliate themselves with the PCD, in addition to the fact that the 
government is giving it financial support and doing everything possible to dis- 
credit the CFP," 


He said, ftinally, that the CFP continues to enjoy public support and that this 
will be proven during the 1983 elections at which time the weakness of People, 
Change and Democracy will also be demonstrated, 


Dr Yanchapaxi then said that in fact the future wil! demonstrate the power of 
evecy political party. "People, Change and Democracy is a worthy movement which 
is attempting to chanvel popular aspirations, by overcoming the frustrations 

which have been brought about by tiie present CFP leadership; as for its activists, 
they are persons from all walks of life, including ministers, who are not neg!ect- 
ing their administrative duties to work for the party." 


Dr Proano replied that People, Change and Democracy is a "greedy" movement which 
takes the easy way out and does not struggle, as its goal is to capture more 
bureaucratic positions. He added that the PCD originated without fulfilling a 
natural law: you will be born painfully. "The smile of the president of the 
republic is not enough to form a political party," he said in conclusion. 


Before the debate, in the preliminary reporting period, several CFP activists 
presented their ideas on the party's situation, during which the diversity and 
differences of views were demonstrated. 


8143 
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COUNTaY S°CTLON ECUADOR 


BRIEFS 


DEMOCRATIC PARTY WITHDRAW: /VERATLON=-Guayaquil, 14 Apr--In addition to the 
Democratic Left, which has ceclared its opposition to the government and has 
resolved not to cooperate with it by forming part of the cabinet and accepting 
other public positions, the Democratic Party, headed by Dr Francisco Huerta 
Montalvo, during its last national convention held in tie city of Guaranda, 
resolved not to accept positions in the presidential cabinet of Jaime Roldos 
Aguilera and at the same time to keep a “critical eye" on him. "We do not wish 
to foin the bureaucracy but rather to preserve democracy," said Huerta, who added 
that his party will not cooperate with the government but will criticize its 
actions, good and bad, which also is a service to that same government and most 
particularly to the Ecuadorean people, in his words. Political observers said 
that the Alfarist Radical Front also would withhold its cooperation from the 
government of President Roldos. [Text] [Quito ZL COMERCIO in Spanish 16 Apr 81 
p A=3) 8143 
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COUNTRY SECT LON NICARAGUA 


FIRST LIEUTENANT EXPLAINS WORK OF BORDER GUARD TROOPS 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 14 Apr 81 p 3 


[Article by First Lt Thomas Maldonado P., second in command of the Border Guard 
Section of the EPS [Popular Sandinist Army]. 


[Text] The border guard troops of the Republic of Nicaragua, integrated into the 
EPS, totally faithful to the revolution and to the great cause of the FSLN 
[Sandinist National Liberation Front], are one of the principal elements in the 
struggle against reactionaries and counterrevolutionaries along the entire Length 
and breadth of our country's land and sea frontiers with our neighboring coun- 
tries: Honduras, Costa Rica and El Salvador. In spite of the hazardous con- 
ditions, the TGF [Border Guard Troops] fight the enemy heroically with lofty 
Sandinist spirit, and their commitment to the nation, the people and the revolu- 
tion has led them to sacrifice the lives of numerous brave fighters and militiamen. 


The combat performance of the Border Guard Troops is characterized by maneuvera- 
bility and effectiveness. They have sound doctrine and able leadership for 
maneuvering their forces and equipment in any type of terrain. They constantly 
keep watch and maintain patrols along the entire coastline of our territory as 

well as watching over and protecting our territorial seas, our land frontiers and 
within our border zones. They look after the safety and stability of our provinces, 
valleys and peasant towns, giving protection and support to all the economic and 
state resources, detecting any type of sabotage which might paralyze the means of 
production used by the peasant population. 


Amcoug the missions of the Border Guard Troops is that of keeping a constant watch 
on our land and sea borders and our air space to detect any attempt at violation 

or aggression which the counterrevolutionary groups and foreign elements, supported 
by the most reactionary sectors of our neighboring countries, might wish to carry 
out. 


The TGP carry out land patrol operations along the entire border between Nicaragua 
and Honduras and Costa Rica. They also carry out naval patrols along the entire 

length and breadth of our coasts and seas. By protecting and watching our borders 
the Border Guard Troops have detectod, neutralized and annihilated invading groups 
of former Somozist guards who, by violating the border have entered from Honduras. 





The Border Guard Troops control and protect the ships in our country's docks and 
ports as well as supervise the legal control measures related to the entry and 
exit of our citizens as well as foreigners, guarding against the perpetration of 
fraud and illegal trade which would involve the loss of foreign exchange and 
other economic benefita which we need so much at this time for the reconstruction 
of our country, They assure the ,rotection of our mineral resources, wildlife 
and marine animale and assure the proper exploitation of our natural resources, 
in close coordination with the state agencies in charge of this task. 


In view of all these factors the Border Guard Troops are increasing their demands 
on the troops in the performance of their duties; they maintain a high state of 
combat readiness day and night; they watch our borders 24 hours a day, regardless 
of the season of the year. 


One of the favorable factors relied on by the Border Guard Troops to increase 
border vigilance and protection is the local population organized into Border 
Militia Units which are integrated into the various revolutionary organizations. 
They form an iron wall and defend the interests of the cevolution. 


The peasant population, organized into the Border Militia, works shoulder to 
ehoulder with the Border Guard Troops. It carries out guard and observation 
activities at its place of work, it reports to our forces and acts in conjunction 
with them in repulsing aggression. 


in the course of previous acts of aggression, assassinations have been committed 
imainst the Literacy Brigades, cowardly ambushes against members of our Armed 
Forees and self-sacrificing militiamen have veen carried out, assaults and rapes 
of our peasant women have occurred, These crimes show concretely how these 
elements use Honduran territory. 


(ve Border Guard Troops constantly report on this situation to the comrade militia- 
men and to the peasant population, informing them of their true rights, the 
policies of our National Direc.orate and the importance of guarding and protecting 
our borders. By this means they succeed in getting the peasant population to 
report any infiltration of our national territory by enemy groups; they prevent 
exit from he country at unauthorized places; and they intercept any attempt to 
carry prohibited objects into or out of the country and intercept the entrance of 
counterrevolutionary propaganda. 


The Border Guard Troops assure that the Nicaraguan people may work peacefully in 
the reconstruction of the country by being alert and vigilant 24 hours a day to 
detect and prevent any attempt at aggression on the part of North American imperi- 
alism or the former Somozist guards. 


9204 
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COUNTRY SECTION URUGUAY 


PUBLIC DEBATE OF POLITICAL FUTURE URGED 
PY200300 Montevideo EL DIA in Spanish 3 May 81 p 8 
[Editorial: "Discussions and a Way Out") 


[Text] The press reports on the resumption of activities of the armed forces 
Political Affairs Commission [Comision de Asuntos Politicos de Las Fuerzas 
Armadas-COMPASO] and the statements made by Interior Minister Yamandu Trinidad 
about basic studies for greater participation of the people have logically 
excited expectetions of the people. 


Such expectations are a natural reaction in view of the announcements made, 
because they are the result of three-quarters of a century of practically 
uninterrupt:d democratic activity during which the people got used to being 
the leaders of their destiny. 


Although it may not be necessary to explicitly approve of it, we should 
express congratulations for these statements. 


We particularly want to point out our satisfaction with the government leaders’ 
desire "to talk to everyone," as stated by General Trinidad. 


We have repeatedly stated that any decision aimed at normalizing political 
activity should start with extensive contact with the different sectors of 
opinion and that measures aimed at reactivating political parties--the 
basic structure of democracy--should be taken immediately. 


The isolationist policy advocated by government leaders is the greatest 
obstacle that should be oveccome to find solutions to the important problem 
of returning to democracy, because if the solutions proposed are prevented 
from being evaluated by different opinions, it can lead to a situation 
where people will disagree with them. 


The political terminology most frequently used to define this solution is the 
word "way out." [salida] 


A realistic consideration of the circumstances we are experiencing should 
lead us to the conclusion that there is no possible way out without a previous 
discussion. In other words, there should be an opportunity to express 
disagreement and also to agree or concur, 
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From the people's point of view, it is perhaps necessary to understand that 
excessive psychological pressure can hinder the efforts of people who, due 
to the nature of their profession, want to avoid as much as possible the 
appearance that they are giving in to outside pressure, 


Those who are in power should also understand that politics involve discussion, 
opposition and frequent compromising. This particular nature of the art of 
governing does not disappear with the fact that the military are governing. 


Dialeg is the only skillful way to harmonize positions, 


The 4 ‘ety of the Uruguayan people to decide their destiny cannot be eased 
by th fact that large projects are being built, because as General Lanusse 
said "A country is not an assembly kit." 


The great majority of the Uruguayan people probably know that it will be 
necessary to set up some kind of transition formula to achieve full democracy. 


This complex solution, considering that it must involve multiple aspects, 
must be the result of the exchange of opinions of everyone. When we say 
everyone, we are also including the armed forces since they must implement 
any dialogue and become an important part of it. 


If the problems are discussed with frankness, showing the aspirations and 
difficulties of each group, it will not be difficult to find the points of 
agreement to satisfy the desires of the great majority. 


This great majority believes in the force of free ideas and rejects violence 
as a means to enforce any idea. 


Political activity is basically channeled through the traditional civic 
organizations linked to Uruguayan history practically from its origin. 
Therefore, because they made history in the country, it is a guarantee that 
they cannot advocate a system that is not based on freedom. 


This is why the overall rehabilitation of civic life in Uruguay cannot fail. 


As soon as political activity is normalized, we will return to the examplary 
democracy which has been recognized by the world. 


CSvu: 3010/1343 
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COUNTRY SECTLON URUGUAY 


BRIEFS 


POLLTICAL PRISONERS' HEALTH GOOD--Montevideo, 17 May (AFP)--French lawyer 
Nicole Guedj told AFP today that Mario Teti, Raul Martinez and Orlando Pereira, 
Uruguayans jailed for having carried out terrorist actions and who had been 
reported as missing, are in a good state of health and they are receiving 
visitors. Just before departing for Paris after a 2-week visit to Uruguay 

to look into the situation of the three men, Guedj stressed that there is a 
ditterent outlook in her country regarding Uruguayan reality. The lawyer 
stressed that the three Tupamaros had remained incommunicado until 8 May 1981, 
but Chat on this date the ban had been lifted and that she had interviewed 

the three of them separately. She stated that she had found them in lively 
spirits and good health and with no signs of having been mistreated. The 
meetings were held in the prison with a guard present. Guedj, who was sent 

by the French committee for the support of Uruguayan prisoners, met with, 
among others, Gen Abdon Raimundez, chief of the Fourth Army Division and 
chairman of the Political Affairs Committee o° the Armed Forces. She also 
met with Col Federico Silva Ledesma, president of the Supreme Military Court. 
Through these contacts and from what she observed personally, Guedj asserted 
that the legal situation of the prisoners could improve in the future in 
relation to the charges that are made abroad and that through her overall 
impression she be’ieves that French-Uruguayan relations can also be closer. 
According to her, Raimundez told her that they are working looking toward 

the future and in order to change the image abroad. Teti, Martinez and 
Pereira were accused in November 1980 of being members of a cell within the 
prison called six pointers [seispuntistas] with the objective of reassuming 
the leadersiip of the Tupamero movement. [Text] [PY181436 Paris AFP in Spanish 
1821 GMT 17 May 81] 


MEAT EXPORTS--Montevideo, 12 May (TELAM)--The National Meat Institute has 
reported that meat exports from January to April of this year increased 
200 percent in relation to the same period last year. Uruguay exported 
78,001 tons of meat worth $113,894,000 during the first 4 months of this 
year. [PY141154 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 0434 GMT 12 May 81 PY] 
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